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necessary security to save the Company harmless having been 
tendered. Humphrey Weston recommended by letter from Mrs. 
Maxwell, to be again entertained by the Company, he having 
formerly served nine years as steward of their house at Bantam; 
the Court replies that, as all officers have long since been chosen, 
Weston cannot now be employed, but his request shall be con- 
sidered next year. John Fortree’s two sons again claim their 
freedoms by patrimony; on their refusing to refer and submit 
themselves to the Court their request is denied. Mr. Houghton, 
the Company’s brewer, presents the fine of 10/. imposed upon him 
for supplying bad beer to the London and Hopewell, desiring not to 
be accounted a wilful but an unknowing offender. Mr. Caron 
acquainting the Court that Mr. Boneale is content to make good 
his former offer to the Company and submit to whatever Mr. Fowke 
can lawfully bring against him, desires that this business may be 
referred to two-or three Committees and concluded, Answered 
that on Mr, Fowke making a fair offer to the Company, as formerly 
proposed, it shall be favourably considered, but the Court refuses 
to refer it to two or three Committees, and orders that if Mr. Fowke 
will not conform to their ways he is not to trouble them again. 


(3 4.) 


A QUARTERLY GENERAL CourT, FEBRUARY 6, 1635 (Court 
Book, vol. xv, p. 163). 


Mr. Governor announces the arrival of the Dolphin upon the 
coast with a lading of peppg¢r, cloves, and sugar, her cargazon 
estimated, at 58,000/. Her arrival befure expectation is a cause 
of great thankfulness. ‘the mortality among her men has been 
great and the survivors were so weak that they put into Scilly 
instead of making for the Downs; a supply of men and victuals 
has been sent her, so that given a fair wind she may come from 
thence within a few days. Letter read from the Bishop of London, 
requesting an extension of the Court’s contribution towards the 
repairing of St. Paul’s Church; after consideration and debate 
it was left to be determined by the next General Quarter Court 
what sum should be given, and whether in money or by way 
of adventure. The last General Court being read, Mr. Governor 
takes notice of the unjust exceptions made by some against the 
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turning over the particular Voyages to the Joint Stock, they 
declaring this ‘was not only unwarrantably done but withall that 
the Company were surprized by that act’. Mr. Governor thinks 
these exceptions very strange, seeing that this act had been 
unanimously agreed to by a General Court and confirmed by three 
or four hundred, and the Committees according to that agreement 
have divided and delivered out the goods to every particular 
adventurer. Further Mr. Governor observes that this was counted 
“a blessed and happy deed * and well approved of by most of the 
adventurers and even by those who now except against it. 
Mr. Deputy also declares that this business was not rashly carried 
out, but long considered of by the Committees before resolving 
how they might ‘sett the saddle upon the right horse’, and in his 
opinion it was well and rightly done, and the act not of the 
Committees but of the generality. Mr. Deputy likewise considers 
the objection that the turning over of the Voyages to the Joint 
Stock, not’ being done at a General*Quarter Court, was not 
warrantably done ; this was answered at the last General Court 
and was a poor and childish objection, as though the power of the 
Governor, Deputy, and Committees were limited by the General 
Quarter Courts and they could determine no business of consequence 
except at these Courts, whereas experience proved the contrary. 
It is true that at the request of some noblemen and other 
adventurers three things were agreed upon,’ namely: to have four 
Quarter Courts every year; to use the balloting box for the 
election of Governor, Deputy, Treasurer and Committees ; and to 
present the balance of the Company’s estate every year; but by 
these the generality did not mean to restrict the power of the 
Court of Committees, or other General Courts, which would not 
further, but ruin the Company ; therefore the turning over of the 
goods was warrantable and not to be further questioned. One of 
the generality now maintains that this business should have been 
Proposed at one court but not decided until the next, so that time 
might have been had for consideration thereof, the generality 
being often influenced by the Governor as ‘father of the Company’, 
and so passing many things which upon deliberation they regret 

also by being debarred the sight of the Company’s actounts 

+ May 8, 1629 (Calendar of State Papers, E. Indies, 1625-9, p. 665). 
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suspicion has been aroused by one*of the Committees, ‘a gent of 
worth,’ having lately sold out at a loss of twenty per cent.; there- 
fore it is desirable that according to the direction of the last 
General Court the Select Committees then chosen be allowed to 
look into the Company’s accounts and advise together what is 
best for their good and for the honour of the King and kingdom. 
This being done, he is ready, in spite of past great losses, to 
adventure 1,000/. or 2,000/. more in this Stock. Another of the 
generality conceives that the turning over of the particular Voyages 
to the Joint Stock is so well done that it neither can nor ought to 
be recalled; but he desires that the directions of the General Court 
regarding the perusal of the Company's accounts be observed. 
The foregoing objections are answered by several of the Aldermen 
and Committees in turn, to the effect that this business was so 
justly done that were it again put to the question it would be 
decided as before, and that having been once concluded, to cavil 
at it now is both unfitting and indiscreet, seeing the affairs of the 
Company are not governed by one or two, but according to the 
‘major parte and tenour of their Charter’, and any who suppose 
they can alter the government of the Company at their pleasure 
must propound their reasons to the State, which alone has power 
to change the same. One of the generality, charged by the 
Governor with having said ata Court of Committees that ‘the 
Company were surprized at that courte when the Woyages were 
turned over’, denies the same, declaring that the Secretary out of 
some grudge or ill-will has unfruly registered the words. This the 
Secretary denies, saying that what he has registered is true and he 
can produce witnesses in proof thereof. The Court, forbidding 
further discussion, as it occasioned ‘ill language’, requires the 
Secretary to clear himself of this scandal at the next, General 
Quarter Court. The Secretary is again complained of for not 
having the Company's patent and book of orders in court, nor the 
order made at the last General Court for a Select Committee to 
‘examine the Company’s accounts; he answers that no such order 
was granted, but a motion was propounded for a Select Committee 
to be chosen, which was denied by the Governor. An honourable 
lord observes that though the business of the Company is to be 
guided and managed by the Governor, Deputy, and twenty-four 
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Committees, he questions their power to deny the appointing of 
a Select Committee for examination of their accounts, for the point 
requiring consideration in the uniting of the Voyages (which he 
considers a good work) is whether there be an equal value set upon 
them or not, and this a Select Committee should examine, which 
he conceives was agreed to at the last General Court. The 
Governor, Deputy, and Committees maintain that the appointing 
of a Select Committee was proposed but not confirmed. Another 
honourable lord reminds the Court of the order for the Auditor to 
bring before the General Court every year a balance and account 
of the Company's estate, that so the condition of adventures 
and affairs both at home and abroad may be known, and asks 
why some of the body of the Company, who are willing to take 
the trouble for nothing, should not be admitted to examine the 
said accounts. Answered that the Committees have, at the desire 
of the Auditors, entreated four of their number, most able 
accountants and all sworn persons, to éxamine the said accounts, 
which they have done ‘parcell by parcell’, but that the account 
of the Company’s estate in India and in England cdnnot be 
perfected until April, or within a month after, when it shall be 
made known to the Court and presented to the generality. 
Mr. Smithwick’s paper is read and he told that notwithstanding 
his belief that the stock may now be sold for 50/. per hundred 
profit, he must allow others to differ from him, for the value men 
set upon their adventures does not make them a penny the better, 
neither are his suggestions material, for he has’never added 1,000/. 
to the stock by their aid, these paper valuations being but 
‘chimeraes and meere shadowes which vanish and come to nought’. 
It is reported that through the pains and diligence of Mr. Smithwick 
and another in perusing the Company’s accounts a discovery has 
been made of the miscarriage of 20,000/. caused by the negligence 
or ignorance of the Auditors. The Governor disclaims all know- 
ledge of this good service, but in the event of it proving true 
he expresses his gladness thereat. Great exception taken by 
some of the generality to the late order made by the Court of 
Committees which forbids them to see the Company’s accounts or 
letters, or to be present without special leave and directio® at the 
first reading of the letters from India or Persia. This order is now 
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caRed for aid read, whereupon an donourable lord observes that 
be thought that the Secretary, Ayditors, and Accountants were the 
Company's officers, but fe mow finds that they are servants of 
the Court of Committees, tho¥gh paid by the Company; also the 
Governor and Corhmittees have :salaties from the generality and 
ought not to bind them by their particular orders, a course which 
is not authorized by the Charter of the Company ; neither, because 
some have offended, shoufd alt be exclutied.” Mr. Governor replies 
that the Court can justify what they have done in this matter, 
the said -ofder being not to the prejudice but for the good of the 
Company, and set fosth because of an order received from the 
State blaming them for suffering letters and advices to be made so 
public; nevertheless it is not intended to exclude lords and 
gentlemen who are adventurers, but only such Rersons who upon 
sight of accounts and letters raise dissension and debates Mr. 
Governor also cites the proceedings of the Hollanders, who appoint 
seventeen to govern their dffairs, of whom four only are acquainted 
with business of consequence , which course if he took might fairly 
cause coinplaint , but with regard to the order in question there is 
no just cause of complaint, it being seconded by other Committees, 
who can testify that it was done openly, not in corners, and in 
order that the business of the Company might be settled, undis- 
turbed by those who would pry into their accounts. And as for 
the Secretary, Auditors, and Accountants being mmde thereby 
servants of the Committees and not of the Company, this is not 
the case, for the Committees assume no such power over them, but 
look upon them as the Company’s officers ; while the Committees 
desire to be looked upon by the generality as fellow members with 
them of the same body, but privileged above them by virtue of the 
power given them by His Majesty’s Charter, also they do not 
admit of the gratification given them for their services being called 
a salary. Answered that a gratification being made certaim 
becomes a salary, and the Committees, not being commanders 
over the generality but directors, have only power to make this 
order with the allowance and approbation of the General Court, 
It is desired that this be put to the question, which after more 
argumént is done, when it is decided by erection of hands that the 
Committees have no power to make any such order without the 
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allowance and approbation of te GentraY Pousts'“Resalved 
between this and the aext Quarter Goust ‘thie Secretary, alter 
phrasing and style of this order, bat seserve thé substance, and 
present it to the generality for qonfirmatiow at the ne&t Quarter 
Court, it being conceived tha$ none meanwhile will infringe ot 
violate it. (84 20.) 


A Court OF CoMMITTRES, FEBRUARY 11, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 172). 


Anne, wife of John Hardcastle in the Fezwe/, erdered to receive 
one month’s pay of her husband’s wages Mue April next. Humphrey 
Weston, who served the Company for sine years as Steward of 
Bantam and Jakatra and ‘had the Portingall, Java, and Mallaya 
languages’, enterfained at a salary of 3o/. per annum, to be sent ta 
Bantam and there remain five years, his employment to be referred 
to the President and Council there Motion made by Mr Markham 
that Edward Rolfe, a landsman, be feferred for settling of his 
wages to the Committees for shipping of mariners. Divers orders 
formerly digested for regulating the almsmen at Poplar ow read 
and confirmed, and ordered to be fair transcribed and set up in the 
said Almshouse Mr Brockenden and Mr. Harris acquaint the 
Court that they have paid 332/. gs. over and above their share for 
the calicoes bought by them and Mr Thomas Chew, deceased in 
the Indies, af_d that there still remains 202/. 6s. owing by Mr. Chew ; 
this‘sum they desire to have paid out of the wages due to Mr. Chew 
in the Company’s hands , answered that the Court expects them to 
pay for the calicoes, but is ready to do them all lawful favour on 
ascertaining what Mr. Chew’s estate is, and how disposed of. 
Captain Wilde desires to be entertained as master of the Crispran, 
at a salary of 10/. per month, with liberty to carry some adventure 
with him; answered that the Court never gives leave for more than 
what is allowed by the King’s proclamation,! and his demand for 
such high wages shall be replied to next Friday ; meanwhile the 
Committees are desired to inquire about him and to speak upon the 
Exchange with some seamen for that service. John de Lawne, 
kinsman of Gideon de Lawne, referred to Captain Styles and the 
other Committees for his entertainment as a mariner. €aptain 

1 See the Calendar of State Papers, E. Indses, 1630-4, 00. 263. 
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Styles acquaints the Court that he ahd Mr. Gayre have contracted 
for one hundred oxen and a proportionable quantity of hogs, but 
the latter cannot be procured because of the continuance of the 
frost ; the Court leaves it to them to decide whether more beef 
shall be bought in place of the hogs. John Gearing, Senior, John 
Gearing, Junior, and Herriott Washborne accepted as security for 
thirty bags of pepper; Richard Davies and Walter Long for five 
bales of silk. Ordered that sails be sent to India for the Company’s 
ships, to avoid ‘the expence of dutty’ there. Mr. Smithwick, by 
letter of the 3rd inst. now read, transfers goo/. of his adventure, with 
the proceed thereof, towards the repairing of St. Paul’s Church ; 
this he assigned and passed over in the presence of William, Lord 
Bishop of London, Mr. Governor, Aldertnan Fenn and others, 
accordingly Mr. Governor and Alderman Fenn_testify the same 
by subscribing their names to the said letter. Mr. Gregory Clement 
accepted as security for Nicholas Rooke, purser’s mate of the 
Crispian, in place of his father, who is ill. Mr. Glascocke, being 
questioned, denies having sold calicoes to Captain Wills, and on 
the Court desiring to sce his books of accounts replies that he 
burnt them at Surat; resolved not to conclude with him until they 
hear from Bantam what has become of the goods for which he and 
others received money at Surat, which goods were the cause of the 
Great Fames losing her monsoon. (2 ff.) 


A Court oF CoMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 13, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 174). 


Ordered that Martha, wife of Harman Sydworth in the London, 
receive one month’s pay extraordinary of her husband’s wages. 
Mr. Acton’s bill of 117. 12s. 8d. for law causes to be paid. Robert 
Robinson, a poor fatherless boy, entertained for this voyage on 
Alderman Fenn’s recommendation , his wages to be fixed by the 
Committees for entertaining mariners. Abraham and Jacob Fortree, 
sons of John Fortree, admitted free brethren of the Company by 
purchase, each paying 1o/. and taking the accustomed oath. Thomas 
Lee, on the special recommendation of Captain Rainsborow, chosen 
master of the Crisfian at a salary of 7/. per month; also Thomas 
Fletchér, an old servant of the Company, entertained as chief mate, 
at a salary of 4/. per month. Both admonished to refrain from 
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private trade and do their utmost to hinder others from engaging 
in it. Margaret Mason, widow of a coxswain in the Swaz, to 
receive 5/.'from her husband’s estate remaining in the Company’s 
hands, she having taken out letters of administration. Captain 
Ditchfield renews his suit to receive the estate of Mr. Barbor, 
deceased in the East Indies, and produces a letter from Mr. 
Methwold, now read, which states that Mr. Barbor’s accounts are 
fair and clear, and there is no exception‘against them; the Court 
being reminded of the accusation brought against Captain Ditchfield 
of having received as private trade five bales of the seventy-seven 
brought in the Great Famces and landed at Bantam, four bales in 
the Blessing, and others besides, he is told that Mr. Methwold’s 
letter clears Mr. Barbor but does not do away with their suspicion 
of his accounts or their resolve to receive satisfaction for his private 
trade and breach of his bond. Captain Ditchfield now pleads on 
behalf of Mrs. Barbor, alleging that the estate left her is far short 
of what she brought her husband, who Was a faithful servant to the 
Company, and had been many times to India, the last time being 
there for seven years; and therefore desires the Court to deal 
favourably with her. Asked if he would submit to the Court’s 
decision, he withdraws and, after conference with Mrs. Barbor, 
returns and expresses her willingness to submit herself, hoping they 
will deal charitably, she having nothing of her husband's estate but 
what the aecounts express., Answer reserved until Wednesday, 
some of the Committees having left. On the special recommenda- 
tion of Captain Slade, Mr. Swanley’s son, formtrly in the Mary, is 
Now entertained master of the barge of the IW2lizam, at 30s. per 
month. Captain Styles reports that Captain Crispe and Mr. Slany, 
late owners of the Crispzan, have detained nineteen barrels of 
powder, part of the*Company’s contract and expressed in the 
inventory. and moves that they be required to make satisfaction 
or have it charged to their account. Mr. Ellam reporting the great 
want of muskets, powder, shot, &c., in the factories to the South- 
wards, it is ordered that one hundred muskets and as many ‘faire 
bandaleirs’ be sent in these ships for the several factories and forts 
at Bantam, Jambi, Macassar, Armagon and Masulipatam, with 
a fit proportion of powder, shot, matches and all other neeessaries 
thereto belonging. On considering Henry Glascocke’s business, 
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the Court, understanding partly feom his own confession and 
partly by the complaints registered in the ‘blacke booke’ that he 
has gained a fair estate through his private trade, also takirig into 
consideration the damage done the Company thereby and the 
breach and forfeiture of his bond, proposes, on his submitting 
himself, to fine him three, four, or five hundred pounds; being put 
to the question, it was agreed he should pay 4oo/. in lieu of his 
private trade, freight and forfeiture of his bond. Glascocke being 
called and told the decision agrees willingly to accede to it; and 
the Court, conceiving that he has been treated very favourably, 
orders that on payment of this fine his goods be delivered, his 
wages paid, and his bond cancelled. Half freight on certain goods 
to be remitted to Mrs. Brooman, widow of Abel Brooman, late 
master's mate in the Exchange. (24 fp) 


A CourRT OF“COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 18, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol xv, p. 177). ‘ 

Motion made by Mr. Styles that imprest money be paid to 
mariners-entertained for this voyage, in order to discover those who 
intend to go, as none have appeared on board. Messrs. Styles, 
Munn, Cockayne and Bownest entreated to look after and hasten 
the provisioning and departure of the two ships, as the year is far 
spent and further delay may cayse loss of the monsoon. Captain 
Browne desires that the préportion of canary wine designed for the 
Wilham and Crtspian may be enlarged, the Court after con- 
sideration allows thirty pipes instead of twenty-cight, the former 
proportion. Upon petition of Richard Linny [‘ Zemny’ in margin], 
a poor aged seaman, who went out with Captain Drake in 1601 and 
afterwards to the Indies in the Hector, to be admitted to the Alms- 
house at Blackwall, on the recommendation-of Sir Dudley Diggs 
the Court accedes to his request, notwithstanding his being married, 
on promise that his wife shall not live in, nor trouble, the house. 
Ordered that the estate of Edward Austen, late master of the 
Swan, be detained in the Company’s hands until Jeremy Harrison, 
to whom he is much indebted, returns from the Indies, Motion 
made by Captain Ditchfield on behalf of Mrs. Barbor for payment 
of the remainder of the estate of her husband, Richard Barbor, who 
had not embroiled himself in private trade but had been a faithful 
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servant to the Company, dying in their service. Remembering, 
however, that he with others had adventured private trade in the 
Yames and Blessing for Bantam, which caused the Great Fames 
to lose her monsoon, she stopping to sell the goods of private men 
while those belonging to the Company remained unsold to their 
great damage, the Court resolves to impose a fine of either 100 
marks, 1oo/. or 200 marks, which being put to the question 100/. is 
decided on. Captain Ditchfield desires the Court to reconsider 
this decision, the estate having been already three years in the 
Company’s hands. He therefore proposes rather to receive 200/. 
and defer conclusion of the business until the return of the ships 
from Surat. This being refused he withdraws and returns with 
Mrs. Barbor, who pleads for favour and mitigation of the fine, 
reminding the Court that her husband, to accommodate the Com- 
pany, had stayed out a year beyond his time ; whereupon to satisfy 
her, the decision is put to the ballot, with the result that seven 
balls are returned for and eleven against it. On this Mrs. Barbor 
and Captain Ditchfield submit and the Court orders the 100/. fine 
to be defalked and a warrant made out for the remainder of the 
estate on Captain Ditchfield giving a general release to the Com- 
pany. Request of Mr. Thomas Freeman to have his remains in the 
First [Persia] Voyage, amounting to 5o/., transferred to the Third 
Joint Stock, pretending he was oyt of town when the order was 
made and Imew not of it ; the Court not crediting his plea refuses 
his request, more especially as a ship has just arrived from the 
Indies, A like application from Mr. Thomas Northy also refused 
Mr. Bownest and Mr. Cockayne are entreated to hear the proposi- 
tions of Messrs. Caron and Bonneale for accommodation of their 
difference depending, and report to the Court for their further 
consideration. Captain Slade being authorized by the Earl of 
Denbigh" to make satisfaction to the Court for His Lordship’s 
seven months’ passage with six servants on the Fames from the 
Indies, the Court resolves to take 80/., which Captain Slade promises 
to pay. A black servant of Lord Denbigh’s allowed to return to 
his country on these ships. Sir Hugh Hamersly represents the 
circulation of scandalous reports by divers persons against the Court 


* For Lord Denbigh’s visit to India see Zhe Drary of Welham Hedges, vol, p. 344, 
and the Calendar af State Papers, £, Indves, 1630-4, preface, p. xlux. 
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of Committees, reflecting upon the e-government of the trade, and 
advises, for prevention of the same, that the accounts be perfected, 
that care be had of the Company’s debts, which are 100,000/. in 
India and 300,000/. in England, and Committees appointed monthly 
to examine the cash account and take care that debts of interest 
at highest rates are paid, to ease the Company’s charge; these 
points being of great consequence should be considered either now 
or later on. Answered by the Governor that they regard not the 
scandalous reports of any man nor fear for the integrity of the 
Court of Committees, they governing the Company’s business upon 
oath and the power given them by the Charter ; that the accounts 
are being perfected, neither are the debts neglected. Mr. Treasurer, 
approving of a monthly view being had of the cash, declares he has 
rcduced the Company’s interest to 64 and 7 per cent., there being 
none but his own money at 8 per cent., which,‘so long as he is 
Treasurer, he expects to be allowed, conceiving he has deserved it, 
but if any will pay in his tnoney he is ready to give up his place 
and dispose of his money elsewhere. The foregoing propositions 
approved by the Court and ordered to be further considered on the 
departure of the ships. Mr. Treasurer reporting that Sir Francis 
Crane, Sir William Russell and others refuse to pay in their moneys 
due upon bills, Mr. Spiller is ordered to call upon them for speedy 
payment of their debts or their,reasons for withholding the same, 
the Company having special occasion for the money. Henry 
Glascocke, accompanied by his brother, prays for a mitigation 
of the fine lately imposed on him; it is put to the ballot whether 
there should be an abatement thereof, and on eight balls being 
given for and cleven against, the former order for the fine is con- 
firmed. Upon petition of Nash, the waterman at Blackwall, 3/. is 
bestowed upon him to build another boat, his own having been 
spoilt during the last frost in the service of the Company, as is 
attested by Mr. Fotherby and Mr. Swanly. (33 fp.) 


A CourT OF CoMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 22, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 180). 


Sir Edward Hungerford, accompanied by a lawyer, appears 
before the Court and acquaints them that the Earl of Warwick? 
» For the better comprehension of this dispute it may be explained that Robert Rich, 
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expects t@ receive of the Company 500/. odd, the profit of 1,300/. 
adventured in the First Persia Voyage ; ‘in barr’ whereof Sir Edward 
represents that the Countess, before marrying His Lordship, made 
a deed of feoffment tripartite, whereunto His Lordship was a party, 
and Sir Henry Yelverton, Sir Robert Ducy, Sir Henry Row, and 
he were named feoffees in trust, and the ordering and managing of 
the stock and estate committed unto them, with sole power to 
receive and discharge ; therefore though the 500/. belongs to the 
Earl yet it ought to be paid to the feoffees, and he desires the 
Company to forbear payment of the said sum, there being divers 
questions raised between the Earl and them, for determining whereof 
a suit has been begun by them against His Lordship in Chancery, 
he bringing another against them in the Court of Requests. Sir 
Edward further intimates that while Sir Robert Ducy lived he 
received and gave discharge for what was payable by the Company. 
The Court resolves not to pay the money without consent of the 
surviving feoffees, Half an hour later, thé Earl of Warwick appears 
with his lawyer and demands the aforesaid sum of 500/. due to him 
by the express words of the indenture of feoffment, whefeby the 
profit and income of the whole stock is given unto him, alleging 
that the Countess, being executrix unto her late husband Alderman 
Holliday, he hath right to receive and power to discharge, and 
Promises to save the Company harmless. The Court represents 
Sir Edward Hungerford’s reasons against their paying this sum, 
but professes willingness to do so on receiving a- lawful discharge 
for the same. The Earl, insisting upon his demand, now desires 
payment of 1,500/. profit of the Second Joint Stock due in 1632, 
with interest ever since, or, seeing that the said sum is transferred 
to the account of the Third Joint Stock without his knowledge, 
being profit belonging to him by the said indenture, moves the 
Court ‘that it may stand an adventure in his name and not in 
Alderman Holliday’s. The Court entreats deferment ef a decision 
until determination of the business is made by one of the suits 
depending, or an agreement come to between the Earl and feoffees 


Larl of Warwick, had marned the widow of Wilham Halliday or Holliday, Governor 
of the Company, 1621-4 ; that Sir Edward Hungerford and Sir Henry Mildrgay were 
her sons-in-law, having mamed Alice and Margaret Halliday, her two daughters by her 
first husband ; and that Sir Henry Roe was her brother. 
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as to who should receive the said sum ; and to that purpese a court 
shall be called on Monday morning, at which Sir Edward Hungerford 

and his counsel shall be entreated to appear ; meanwhile the Court 

will consider their course of action in case the dispute shall not 

then be concluded Captain Ditchfield demands five bales of cloth 

belonging to the estate of Richard Barbor, deceased, left by Richard 

Barry, purser of the Great Fames, at Bantam, over and above the 

three bales already accounted for with the Company ; ,but the Court, 

remembering that Mr. Norris has received satisfaction for the said 

five bales at Surat, refers Captain Ditchfield to him. Captain 

Ditchfield next desires to be paid, as executor, all legacies left by 

Richard Barbor, and that the legatees be referred to him, alleging 

that the whole estate comes short of the legacies left his wife and 

children, who should be first satisfied ; he is answered that it has 

been the Company’s custom to stop legacies ‘left their absent 

servants, and if they be indebted to the Company to detain such 

legacies in satisfaction fof their debts, but in this case they will 

only stop the 354 given to Messrs. Rastall, Skibbow, and Gore, 

who are much indebted to the Company; whereupon Captain 

Ditchfield, still insisting upon his executorship, departs. Mr.Munn 

moves for the speedy dispatch of the ships; Captain Browne is 
thereupon ordered to use all expedition in shipping stores, mer- 
chandise and provisions, in which Mr. Mountny promises assistance. 
Fifty pigs of lead ordered to be provided for kintledge for the 
Crispian. The ships to go to Gravesend at the end of next week 
and thence to the Downs, whither any provision still wanting is to 
be forwarded. Resolved to send in these ships a supply of cordage, , 
pitch, tar, and (if there be stowing room) one hundred tons of 
‘shaken caske’. (3 fp.) 





A CourT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 23, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 182). 

Bill for 2/. 4s. 4d. for mending the harness of the Company’s 
coach ordered to be paid by Mr. Mountny. Consideration resumed 
of the dispute between the Earl of Warwick and the feoffees. The 
Earl appears and desires the 1,500/. adventure in the Third Joint 
Stock ‘to be entered in his name in the Company’s accounts, and 
the 520/. profits of the First Persia Voyage to be paid unto him 
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and not to the feoffees, he offesing to save the Company harmless 
After hearing the Earl and his counsel, also Sir Henry Roe, and 
understanding from Sir Henry Mildmay, who came on behalf of 
Sir Edward Hungerford, that the feoffees have a bill in Chancery 
against the Earl, who likewise has a bill against them in the Court 
of Requests, and until these be determined the feoffees desire the 
Court not to move in the matter, it is decided to refuse his request 
and to retain the money until he and the feoffees agree to give them 
a lawful discharge. Thereupon the Earl promises to send betwixt 
this and Wednesday next a discharge under his own and Sir Henry 
Roe’s hands, sufficient for the indemnity of the Company, on 
receipt of which the Court promises to pay the 520/., not minding 
to whom it is paid provided further trouble is averted. John 
Perkyns recommended by Lord Say for entertainment as under 
factor, purser, or ‘purser’s mate in this fleet; the Cgmmittees have 
long since chosen their officers, but on Perkyns appearing with his 
father and a letter from Lord Say they’ promise to entertain him 
next year, and desire him meanwhile to make another voyage into 
Spain to improve his knowledge and experience. Draft of the 
Company’s petition to the King for licence to transport in this 
fleet 40,0co/. in foreign or English gold now read. Ordered that 
the Secretary have it engrossed and take it to Mr. Secretary Cooke 
and desire him to move His Majestystherein at the first opportunity, 
that his pleasure may be known before his departure for New- 
market. John de la Barr transfers to George Humble and Francis 
Chapman his adventure in the Third Joint Stotk of 62/. 10s. and 
profits, ‘being 124 per cent.,’ namely 31/. 10s. [sic] to each. 
Francis West transfers to Richard Davies 158/. 2s. 6d. remains in 
the First Persia Voyage, 81/. 5s. remains in the Second Persia 
Voyage, and in the Third Persia Voyage 420/. principal and profits , 
these transports directed to be entered. Ordered that Mrs. Collyns 
be sent for to give account of sixty barrels of the Company's 
Powder she had to mend and should long since have sent to 
Blackwall. The nineteen barrels of powder which the owners of 
the Crispian should have delivered to the Company being bad and 
useless, they offer a like proportion of good and serviceable powder 
on being allowed 23d. per Ib. for the same, to which the®Court 
agrees. Letter read from Mr. Cramporne foretelling the speedy 
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arrival of the Dolphin in the Downs; Mr. Young is desired to send 
a pilot to await her and hasten her coming into the river, she being 
furnished at Plymouth with all necessaries. (24 p.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 25, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 185). 


Relation by Mr. Cockayne of the conference had with Messrs. 
Caron and Bonneale concerning Messrs. Fowke and Bonneale’s debt 
to the Company; if Mr. Fowke is admitted an adventurer in the 
Third Persia Voyage, Mr. Caron will then make some offer and 
Mr. Bonneale is willing to pay or give security for 500/. without 
expecting release : thus one half of the debt might be recovered. 
Mr. Cockayne, having cast up the account, finds that if Mr. Fowke 
allows the Company interest they will receive little or no damage 
by his admission. Resolved that on hearing Mr. Caron’s offer 
and conditions fit order shall be given herein. Mr. Acton’s bill for 
4/. 12s, 11d. for Jaw causes to be paid. Resolved to send for sale 
in Persia, unless a fair offer is made for them before the next court, 
a parcel of fine calicoes and shashes, which Mr. Ellam reports will 
only sell here at great loss, Directed that four pipes of canary 
wine, the surplus proportion allotted for the ships, be put aboard 
the William and Crispian, two pipes sent to Surat, and two tu 
Bantam. Captain Browne and Mr. Lee to see that ¢he cloth now 
shipped be placed between the decks, not in the hold, to prevent 
former damage. Petition of John Webb, to be land purser in the 
Dolphin, refused on account of former disservice. Petition of 
Benjamin Robinson, late purser in the Szad/ow, now Secretary to 
the President and Council, that the wages due to him as purser to 
the last of December, 1632, be paid to Mr. Fotherby, under whoni 
he was brought up many years, and a salary conferred on him, he 
having none; the Court orders all wages due to be paid him and 
a salary of 40/. per annum, to begin from the burning of the Swallow, 
allowed him as an encouragement for his further good service. 
Mr. Sizely Edwards, the King’s founder, accepted as security for 
Robert Mullyns, purser’s mate in the William. George Plucknett, 
scrivefier near the New Exchange, accepted as surety for Humphrey 
Weston, entertained on Mrs. Maxwell’s recommendation. (2 pp.) 
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A CourT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 27, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 187). 


Captain Styles reports the desire of ‘a gent of quallity’ to take 
the powder-mills on lease, or ata yearly rental ; resolved to consider 
for a time before replying. Ten shillings given to a ‘foote post’ 
from the Downs who brought ‘uncertaine’ news of the Dolphin at 
Scilly. Sir Francis Crane, by letter to Mr. Sherburne, moves for 
remission of his broke or interest due for the last two parcels of 
silk bought from the Company; answered that it is not in the 
power of the Court to accede to his request, but it shall be con- 
sidered when the accounts of interests and brokes are made up. 
Captain Ditchfield moves that the legacies left by Richard Barbor 
be paid unto him gs executor and he be answerable to the legatees, 
contending that as the estate will only afford Mrs. Barbor and her 
children two-thirds of the legacies left them, others should not 
receive theirs in full, he also demands allowance for calicoes left at 
Bantam, Mr. Norns having received satisfaction for his share only ; 
answered that the Court resolves to detain the 35/., but,’ on the 
Captain giving a general release to the Company, he shall receive 
a note under the Secretary’s hand that if anything for the said 
calicoes or otherwise shall hereafter appear due unto the said estate 
satisfaction shall be made to the executor. Shashes sold to Mr. 
Cockayne and partners at prime cost ‘at yeare, yeare, and yeare 
from the first of March neat’, 2,380} pieces, amounting to 3,939/. 
4s.3@ Mr. Cockayne reports that Mr. Bonneale has a fit of ague, 
but on recovery will attend with overtures for the accommodation 
of the difference depending. Philip Beck having twice received 
imprest money and then deserted, for which he has been sued by 
Mr. Askew and Mr. Hurte, now, pretending to have paid good part 
of the money, desires remission of the remainder and to be no longer 
sued, pleading extreme necessity and a wound received in the 
Company’s service ; ordered that the prosecution be stopped until 
further notice. At the desire of William, son of John Hall deceased 
in the Palsgrave, the Court, considering his father's services and 
that his mother is left with three small children, entertains him for 
this voyage under the care of Captain Browne. Mr. Midleton 
demands his warrant for his division of the First Persia Voyage, 
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alleging that the 23/. he owes the Company for calicoes bought in 
1628 is no longer due, as the said calicoes on being opened ‘beyond 
the seas’ were found much damaged and many pieces missing, and 
Mr. Bowen had promised that should this happen allowance should 
be made for them. The Court, understanding that no such promise 
was given and that many others took goods at their own peril 
without opening them (the cotton wrappers and wool in each bale 
being worth 1os., which would be spoilt if opened), decides not to 
deliver Mr. Middleton his warrant until he clears his said debt of 
232. “Mr. Markham reports many unclaimed goods lying in the 
Company's warehouse ; ordered that these be sold, the Company 
to be accountable for them should the owners appear hereafter. 
Mr. Chauncy to tell Mr. Bell to fetch away his seventy bags of 
pepper and to let him know that the Court has twice desired his 
presence to citar the account of wine sent by Captain Hall for 
Bantam. Mr. Governor observing that many of the adventurers in 
the Third Stock have not paid in their money, and it not being 
in the power of the Court to remit or mitigate the broke of 18 per 
cent. agreed upon by the General Court, it is ordered that a notice 
be presented at the next meeting to all who are still in arrear, 
calling upon them to pay up their subscriptions. Consideration of 
Mr. Higham’s request that an end may be put to his business. It 
appearing by his account that his freight amounts to 177/., that the 
goods he has received come to about 600/., and that in debts and 
wages there is 600/. more in the Company’s hands, it is resolved to 
defer settling with him until departure of the ships. Petition of 
Allen Badger, late surgeon's mate in the Mary, for remission of 
freight on 550 Ib. weight of wormseed and 80 Ib. of assafoetida, he 
having served the Company ten years in several voyages and now 
brought home with him 120 pieces of cloth and 536} Ib. of indigo, 
which the Company took for what it cost him in the Indies, thus 
depriving him of the chief benefit of this voyage ; remission of one 
half of the said freight granted him. Gifts from the poor-box of 
20s. to the wife of Thomas Birkenhead, who received sundry hurts 
in the Company's service at Blackwall and is in a destitute 
condition ; 3 6s. to Mary Whitfield, a poor widow; and 6s. to 
Stephén Mount, a poor man who came home in the Exchange. 


(3 £6) 
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A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 4, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. Xv, p. 190). 

The Committees formerly appointed are desired to proceed 
on Monday next to Gravesend and there see to the speedy 
provisioning and dispatch of the ships. Mr. Mountny ordered to 
have ready whatsoever is in his charge for the latter. Thomas 
Wood entertained as tailor for the W2//iam on the recommendation 
of Mr. Alured, secretary to the Lord Keeper, but referred for his 
wages to Captain Styles and othe: Committees appointed for 
entertainment of mariners. Ordered that of forty chests of silver 
and one of gold packed and made ready by Mr. Treasurer Bateman, 
thirty chests of the said silver and the chest of gold be shipped in 
the Wilkam, and the rest in the Crispian. Mr. Chauncy reports 
Mr. Bell’s refusal gto come in person and clear his accounts, and 
desires instructions concerning his pepper ; ordered % be weighed, 
laid apart, and not delivered till Mr. Bell clears his accounts. 
Captain Styles desires the Court’s approval of his order for the 
cessation of all work in the yard at Blackwall until after Easter, 
except what is necessary for the dispatch of the Wiliam and 
Crispian, there being no occasion for the charge of unnecessary 
workmen until repairing or building for the next year's fleet begins ; 
he also advises a survey of all stores and provisions, that what 
is lacking may be supplied before the men are set to work again ; 
approved, Captain Crispe contracted with for a ton of clephants’ 
teeth at 7/, 10s. per hundred, of the size and greatness ‘as two of 
them as to weigh 100 weight or thereabouts.’ Mr James Hugheson, 
merchant, transfers to Mr. Samuel Fortree, merchant, 218/ 155. 4d. 
adventure and profits in the Third Joint Stock fully paid in, upon 
which is an arrear for late payment 3/. 16s. ; ordered to be entered. 
A paper sead by Mr. Handson, written by the Auditors, in which 
they notify abuses and errors, very prejudicial to the Company, 
committed by the factors in India and discovered on examination 
of the accounts returned in the J/ary; amongst other things the 
wrong done the Company in the vataw or exchange allowed to the 
‘sheraffe’ for exchange of rials of eight into ‘mamoothes’ and 
rupees.1_ The Court commends the said paper and desires it,to be 


iS ‘Vataw’ is the Gujarati vafax, ‘discount’ or ‘allowance’; ‘sheraffe’ the Arabic 
sharraf, © ‘banker’ vw. ‘money-changer’: and ‘mamoothes’ are the coins known as 
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further examined and compared with their accounts, and Messrs. 
Cockayne, Willyams, Mustard, Cradock, and Kerridge are entreated 
to speedily meet the Auditors and advise with them how to rectify 
the said errors and abuses, their report thereon to be written out 
and sent to India for the President and factors to observe and 
follow. The late order given Mr. Methwold ' for taking up moneys 
at interest in cases of necessity, not exceeding 20,000/., with proviso 
that the Company has goods in the country equivalent to the sum 
ig now argued, some thinking it should be rescinded, the taking up 
moneys in India at excessive rates of interest being a chief means 
of wasting the Company’s quick stock, and also affording oppor- 
tunity for the maintenance of private trade ; resolved that the said 
order be confirmed with its former limitations. Mr. Smithwick 
desires to know if leave has been obtained for transportation of the 
saltpetre sold to Mr. Kipp; it is answered that the Lord Treasurer 
wishes to consider for a week before giving a reply thereto. 
Mr. Smithwick next notes a report which he understands from 
Mr. Wild is current on the Exchange concerning the discovery 
made fiom the accounts brought home in the Mary of allowance of 
interest for exchange of their rials of eight into other specie, 
amounting to a large sum yearly ; answered that the Auditors have 
many days since given this intelligence. which was argued and dis- 
puted this morning; that wheever divulged it on the Exchange 
was much to blame, it being as yet uncertain whether the damage 
sustained is little or great, which the Court will consider and do all 
therein possible for the good of the Company. Finally Mr. Smith- 
wick desires that his accounts may be cast up for him to clear, but 
not the brokes with which they are charged, these in his opinion 
being unjustifiable and unlawful; he is directed to apply to 
Mr. Sambrooke for his accounts to be made up as they are charged, 
which the Court will then consider and do what shall be just 
therein. Mr. Governor reports that with much ado a warrant has 
been obtained to the Master of the Ordnance for delivery to the 
Company of eight lasts of powder (at 12d. per Ib.) from His 
Majesty's store in the Tower, on payment of 960/, ready money.” 
makmugis, worth about a shilling, which then formed the principal currency of 


Gujarat. | * President at Surat. 
2 The order is entered on the Privy Council Register under the date of February 27. 
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Mr. Treasurer Bateman ordered to pay the said 960/. to 
Mr. Mountny, who is to receive the powder and send immediately 
to Gravesend as much as is necessary for the provision of the two 
ships there. Mr. Blinkensoppe, dyer, reports that on trial made 
of 3 Ib. of the Company’s flat indigo and a like amount of 
Mr. Boulton’s, the Company's is found better by half a pound. 
Mr. Cappur directed to take down the said report in writing from 
the dyer’s dictation. Consideration had of Mr. Hoare’s? letter sent 
by the Dolphin; for disobeying the Company's directions he 
deserves sharp rebuke and severe punishment; some advise his 
recall and that he lose his salary, on the ground that he has wil- 
fully broken his covenant and the Company is therefore no longer 
tied to the contract; but as the condition of affairs in Persia is 
unknown, it is not thought safe to recall him ; yet in a letter drawn 
up by Mr. Ellam’ in answer to his, and now read, he is required 
to observe and follow the Company’s directions, to settle himself 
in Persia according to his entertainment, and not to continue 
Mr. Gibson there any longer ; otherwise the Court will send for 
him and put some other in his place. (4 fp.) 


A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 6, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 195). 

Half freight of 10 cwt. of China roots brought home for the 
joint account of Thomas Godfrey, late master's mate of the Hope- 
well, and John Wilson, late surgeon of the said ship, remitted unto 
Thomas Handson, assignee for Godfrey, and Eliza Wilson, executrix 
to Wilson, One month’s wages due in August next to Priam 
Peeterson to be advanced to his wife, her child being visited with 
along sickness. Petition of Lydia Dixon, relict of Robert Dixon, 
deceased in the Sivan, ts have the care of her child and disposing 
of the 67. left by her husband; but understanding that there is 
a difference between the widow and one Patrick Rosse concerning 
the child and the money, the Court orders payment to be stopped 
until adjustment of the said difference. One month’s wages of 
Walter Willyams, who went quartermaster in the Great Fames, 
to be advanced to his wife, she and one of her three small children 
having been ill. The Court, on receipt of a letter of attorney from 

1 Agent in Persia. 


FOSTER. C M D 
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Scotland under the hand of Sir Henry and Mr. Wood, brothers to 
Mr.-Andrew Wood, Minister, deceased, authorizing their brother, 
a scholar of Cambridge, to receive what is due to the said Minister, 
directs the attorney to attend next April, when order shall be given 
for payment of what is due: one month’s pay extraordinary of the 
wages of Thomas Browne in the Swan to be paid to his wife, she 
being in great want. Petition of Elizabeth, widow and adminis- 
tratrix of Edward Austen, late master of the Szan, for payment of 
what is due on her husband’s account ; referred to receive the same 
about the middle of Aptil, on departure of the ships. Ordered that 
Mr. Blunt deliver to Mr. Godschall, the dyer, 20 Ib. weight of 
Mr. Boulton’s indigo and 20 1b. weight of the Company's flat indigo 
for a further trial. Mr. Alderman Andrews and Mr. William 
Gaiway accepted as security for 2,000/. worth of ‘callico lawnes 
or shashes’; also Mr, William Cockayne and Mr. Mgtthew Cradock 
forthe like amount of goods. On Captain Browne, Mr. Lee, and 
Mr. Gilson coming to take leave, the Court desires therm to hastea 
the departure of their ships, the year being far spent ; and Messrs. 
Mun, Spurstow, Bownest, and Burnell are entreated to dispatch 
the ships from Gravesend. Mr. Mountny to make entry of the 
money to go with them. Two Ministers who had prea®hed before 
the Company, Mr. John Bullock, recommended by Dr. Mickle- 
thwaite, and Mr. Winstar, being put in election by the balloting-box 
as to which should go in this fleet to the Indies, Mr. Bullock 
received twelve balls, Mr. Winstar only one ; whereupon the Cotirt 
bestows 40s. on the latter, and settles Mr. Bullock's wages at 
50/. per annum, with a gratuity of 10/. for the purchase of necessary 
books for the voyage. Mr. Smithwick desires his accounts may 
be freed from brokes, alleging that the practice of the old Joint 
Stock was to take nine per cent., afterwards reduced to eight, 
in regard of the statute of interest prohibiting more than cight 
per cent. ; he further pretends that neither interest nor brokes were 
due for defaults in the Second Voyage, there being no order for 
either, and that it is not safe for the Company to take more than 
bare interest, much less twelve or eighteen per cent, when they 
allow six per cent. for money taken up at interest. He is referred 
for answer to the General Court, where the original order was 
given. Mr. Collins and his brother Billingsly to be proceeded 
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against for their bond of 300/. owing to the Company. Mr. Collins, 
noting the said order, desires the Court to accept 50/. from his 
brother now and 5o0/. from himself at Michaelmas, with 100/. yearly 
afterwards, this being refused he desires a week’s respite, when he 
with his brother will take some order for the Company’s satis- 
faction. Names of those in arrears with their payments read and 
they ordered to appear at the next court. Mr. Deards pretending 
to have underwritten for Mrs. Bretteridge more than she gave com- 
mission for, which was only 400/., her account standing charged 
with a subscription of 4252, he desires it may be reduced to 400/. 
and she receive her divisions in the Voyages ; answered that the 
subscriptiom cannot be altercd, but consideration may be had for 
the ‘time the divisions have been unpaid after they were due. 
Oliver Laurence, son of Mr. John Laurence, admitted by patrimony, 
taking the oat and paying the usual fine of 10s. tosthe poor-box. 
Anne Grice, a poor widow, allowed 40s. on account of her son 
Sylvester's wages, he living at Jambi and having been twenty years 
in ihe Indies. (23 fp.) 

THe EXPEDITION OF THE SAMAKITAN AND ROEBUCK, 
MARCH 19, 1635 (Public Record Office: Dom. Chas. I, vol. cclxxxiv, 
No. 56). 

List of twenty-two men belonging to thé Samaritan and the 
Rogbuth, who, according to Nicholas’s endorsement, ‘Endymion 
Porter desires may be free from press.’ (1 p.) 


.» A CouRT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 11, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 198). 

Upon the petition of Robert Carpenter, late factor in Persia, for 
gratification for past services and re-entertainment, he, being welt 
reported of, is entertained as factor, to stay five years in Persia 
at 4o/. per annum, the which he gratefully accepts. Mrs. Bretteridge 
personally renews the request made by Mr. Deards that the sub- 
scription of 125/. over and above what she gave commission for may 
be made void, her adventure reduced to 300/., and she receive her 
division of dol. due upon the Voyages; but the Court refuses to 
relieve her, it not being in their power to sink any man’s adventure ; 
also remembering a late order that no divisions shall be paid 
to those in arrears Mr. Gibson, a brother of the Company, being 

D2 
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warned to’give reason for,not paying his subscription underwritten 
in the Third Stock, declares himself anabile fo 4o,g0'and desires to 
‘pe spared touching the same. Samuel Pauncefgote, factor, tenders 
his fathex as security. Thomas Wilbraham, purser of the William, 
tenders Mr. Richard Wild as secugity. Thamas Wilson, pureer’s 
second mate on the W7dliam, tenders his father as seturity, But he 
being absent Mr. Markham’ undertakes to seal the bend.. Robert 
Carpenter tenders his father, Captain Carpenter, as security. Atl of 
these are approved by the Court. Noting that twa hundréd barrels 
of powder have been allotted to the W#liam and only eighty 
to the Crispran, the Court thinks it meet, consideting the present 
dearness of powder, that fifty barrels be taken fram the William 
and disposed of here, but resolves to consider fuysther thereof. 
Reqnest of Sir John North for his warrant, which was stopped 
for non-payment of a broke of 20/., imposed for nét transporting four 
bags of pepper which he sold Mr. Blackwall; the Court having 
before settled this business with submission of both parties on 
January 30, 1633, when Sir John was ordered to pay 20 nobles and 
Mr. Blackwall 20 marks of the said 20/., now resolves that the said 
sum be defalked out of Sir John’s division and the residue paid him, 
and 20 marks stopped out of the next money paid to Mr. Black- 
wall. The whole freight of 550 lb. wormseed and 80 lb. assafoetida 
remitted to Allan Badger, late chirurgeon’s mate in the Mary, for 
reasons mentioned on the 27th February last. One-sixth of the 
wages of John Spence, sailor in the Crzspzan, to be paid annually for 
the use of his mother and two sisters to John Wedderburne. (13 pp.) 


NoTES BY NICHOLAS OF BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED BY 
THE LORDS OF THE ADMIRALTY, MARCH 12, 1635 (Public Record , 
Office : Dom. Chas. I, vol. cclxxxiv, No. 64). 

. . » Endymion Porter desires order that the company belonging 
to the Samaritan and Rocbuck may have warrant to be excmpt 
from pressing. . .. 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 13, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 200). 


Mrc Ellam to note in the general letter to Surat the entertain- 
ment of Edward Elcock as surgeon, to reside three years at Surat, 
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at a salary of 3% per month. Ordered that Elizabeth, wife of 
Robert Whittinghain in the. Exchange, ‘Jane, wife of “Stépben 
Phillips in,"the ¥anas, dnd Jane, wife of Thomas Beckensale 
in the Speddzwell, reéeive one month’s pay extraotdinary out of their 
husbands" wages, ‘ Robert Staunten, who went out gunner fr the 
Charles‘and ‘upon that disaster’? was removed to and continued 
twelve monttis in the Fonas, and was then taken into the Mary for 
eight months, petitions for wages due unto him from his first entér- 
tainment ; the Court receiving a good recommendation of him from 
Captain: Slade, and hearing he is entertained as gunner on the 
William, allows hirg to/. in full of his demands. Eliza, wife of 
William Sparks in the’ Yonas, to receive one month’s pay extra- 
ordinary out of her husband’s wages. Request of Thomas Fletcher, 
chief master’s mage in the Crzsfzan, for his wife to receive three 
months’ pay yearly of his wages during his.absence, Sranted. The 
collections and observations made by the Auditors on the errors 
and abuses discovered in the accounts returned in the Mary, with 
remedies for avoiding and rectifying the same, being now read, are 
generally appraved and ordered to be sent to India, that the Presi- 
dent and factors may observe and conform themselves thereto ; the 
fact of money being taken up at interest in the country to support 
and maintain private trade is especially dwelt upon, and Mr. Ellam 
required to signify to the President and Council at Surat in the 
general letters now to be sent that if any shall take up money upon 
interest or upon credit for particula: accounts to be used foi private 
trade or otherwise, upon discovery they sHall bé immediately dis- 
charged the Company’s service, sent home and forfeit all wages due 
unto them. (13 p.) 


A CqurT oF COMMITTEES, MARCH 18, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 202). 


The Mary, reported by Captain Styles to be lying ‘aboid the 
shore’ at Blackwall, ordered to be biought into dock next spring. 
Ordered that 1082. due unto Edward Austen, late master of the Swan, 
be paid unto his widow, as administratrix, she and her present 
husband, Mr. Savory, giving a general release to the Company, 


» The Charles and the Swallow were accidentally burt at Swally on January 1, 1633+ 
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notwithstanding a former stop made on behalf of Jeremy Harrison, 
to whom Austen is much indebted. Mr. Gerard to be requested to 
settle an old debt wherein he stood surety for Mr. Halsy ; otherwise 
Mr. Acton to take course for its recovery. On consideration of Robert 
Carpenter’s request for payment of his account of 35/. os. 6d. and 
gratification for service in Persia, ordered he be paid his account 
but receive no gratification, as he went out attendant to Captain 
Weddall, gained knowledge and experience through being employed 
ashore as factor, and is now re-entertained factor at good wages. 
Mr. Mountny to pay Edmond Chambers’ bill of 3/. 18s. for carrying 
the Committees and money to Gravesend, attendance there, and 
bringing them back. On request of Mr. George Pearson, ordered that 
he reccive une-third of his wages in India, that one-third be paid his 
wife, and that the rest remain in the Company’s hards until his return. 
Mr. Secretary Sherburne ordered to procure a letter from His 
Majesty to the King of Persia, remonstrating on the non-performance 
by the King’s officers of their contract and stating that unless this 
is better adhesed to it will become necessary for the English to 
withdsaw themselves and their trade from the country. On con- 
sideration of Mr. Collyns’ and Mr. Billingsly’s offer to pay 50/. 
immediately of the debt they are sued for, and the remainder 
by instalments of 50/. every six months, the Court orders them 
to pay 50/. at once and 50/. every four months, and to enter bond 
for payment of 300/,, the first payment to be made in four months 
from the 1st of April, and the overplus of the debt and law charges 
to be paid betweén this and the said rst of April; to which they 
thankfully agree. Mr. Mun and Mr. Reynardson entreated to go 
to the Downs and hasten the dispatch of the ships. Mr. Mountny 
to pay Henry Cowley’s bill of 32s. 6d. for diet and lodging of 
a black. Freight of 3 cwt. of benjamin, 5 cwt. of long pepper, and 
4 cwt. of sugar remitted to Ellen Brooman, widow and administra- 
trix of Abel Brooman, late master’s mate in the Exchange, in con- 
sideration of her poverty and children. Agreed, upon petition 
of Thomas Blocksedge, that two months’ pay of his wages be given 
to his aged mother for her maintenance during his absence in the 
Company's service. Trial to be made by Mr. Godscall of 20 Ib. of 
the Company's Lahore indigo with 20 Ib. of Mr. Boulton’s made in 
town, to prove-which will perform the better work. (2 pf.) 
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A COURT OF COMMITTEES; MARCH 20, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 204). 


Agreed that Mr. Fotherby lend unto the King, in compliance 
with the request of the Navy Officers, ten or fifteen tons of small 
cordage, to be received again from Walter Blackborne, who is 
working for His Majesty at Woolwich. Joyce, wife of Richard 
King in the ¥onas, ordered to receive two months’ pay extra- 
ordinary from her husband’s wages, she having been under a 
chirurgeon’s hand for a long time, as certified by Mr. John Quince, 
chirurgeon. .(% p.) 


A Court OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 23, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. XV, p. 205). 


Messrs. John Langham, Thomas Soame, Abraham Beck, and 
Edward Abbott allowed by the balloting-box as security for 200 
barrels of indigo bought by Mr. John Langham at a General Court 
of Sales the 17th of October last. Mrs. Collyns to be paid'5 a4 ts, 6d. 
for mending 67 barrels of old powder at the rate of 155, per bgreel, 
for one barrel of new powder, and for 15 new casks at the rate of 
2s, 6d. per barrel, Mr. Fotherby acknowledging the same to have 
been received at the Company's storehouse at Blackwall; Mr. 
Mountny to deduct from the said sum for any shortage in weight 
of the powder. The sister of Edward Elcock, surgeon at Surat, to 
receive yearly two months’ pay of his wages. Opn petition of John 
Freest the Court orders his bond, whereby he stood surety for the 
imprest money of Nicholas Couch, to be cancelled, the said Couch 
having been cast away with three others when at Gravesend in 
their passage between the ship and the shore, as certified by 
Mr. Hurt. Letter read from Mr. Nathaniel Garway, dated from 
Weybridge the 20th instant and witnessed by William Stebart, 
servant to Mr. John Garway, transferring his adventure of 337/. 10s. 
in the Third Joint Stock with all profits to his cousin, Mr. John 
Garway. Mr. Acton’s bill of 7/. 4s. for law causes to be paid. 
Jane Horton, a poor prisoner in the Marshalsea, whose husband had 
served the Company, given 105. from the poor box. (14 ff.) 
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KinG CHARLES I To ‘SHAW SUFFIE’, EMPEROR OF PERSIA, 
MARCH 27, 1635 (Public Record Office: Royal Letters, Persia and 
Eastern Princes, vol. x\, No. 188). 


By a letter received from the Emperor, written soon after his 
inauguration to’ the imperial crown, King Charles understood with 
much contentment the Emperor’s desire to continue and confirm 
that mutual correspondence and friendship had with ‘ Prince Shaw 
Abbas, your grandfather’; and also the hearty affection to himself, 
in respect whereof trading in the Emperor's dominions will be 
granted and confirmed to the English agents and merchants with 
‘many privilidges and graces the better to incourage their cgmerce 
in those parts’. In this confidence, and as an expression of recipro- 
cal affection and respect, the King has commanded,the said merchants 
to increase their trade and shipping so that such mutual good in- 
tentions may be answered by mutual advantage and profit in that 
trade, ‘which might growe by degrees to bee of great consideracion, 
and bee soe fixed in your dominions that there might bee no 
occasion to transferre it to other parts.’ In obedience to the 
Emperor's commands the English merchants further contracted 
with the Persian ministers for a good proportion of silk, for which 
such English moneys and commodities as were agreed upon were 
to be paid. The merchants say that they have performed their 
part of this contract faithfully and punctually, but complain that 
they did not receive in due time’ the proportion of silk contracted 
for, and consequehtly have suffered much in their estates. The 
King is persuaded that the Emperor would neither countenance 
or allow, but rather condenin and punish, such omissions of his 
ministers, which may trench upon the honour of his State. In 
consequence of this breach of contract Englishmen will no longer 
adventure their ships and estates to a place so far remote as 
Gombroon without better assurance of sale for their commodities, 
and unless the silk contracted for is delivered to them. They have 
therefore besought King Charles to recommend them in his letters 
to the Emperor’s royal) favour, that, if the latter thinks the con- 
tinuance of this trade to be of importance, he may command his 
ministtrs to use the English merchants with more respect, and 
to see that such silk as is contracted for is delivered to them, in 
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good condition and in full weight, that they may be encouraged 
to proceed cheerfully in this trade, which will prove of much 
benefit to both kingdoms and a ‘further confirmacion of amity, 
which wee desire on our parts’, (Copy. Endorsed: ‘Coppy of 
a letter to the Emperor of Persia’. 2 pp.) 


THE KING oF BANTAM TO KING CHARLES I, APRIL, 1635 
(Public Recor Office: East Indies, vol. ivB, No. 3). 


Certifies the King of the war between himself and the Dutch, 
who began it by seizing a vessel belonging to Bantam, and refusing 
to give up the men and goods, whereupon open war was proclaimed. 
The Dutch continually affront them, and shots are daily exchanged,. 
so that he is fearful his powder and ammunition will not hold out. 
Desires help against the Dutch at Jaccatra? and promises, in case 
of victory, that the Castle of Jaccatra shall be delivered to the 
English. Sends as a small remembrance of his love ‘two cassa- 
warra birds *, one cresse *, one lawnce’. (Zranslation. 3 p.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, APRIL 8, 1635 (Court Book, vol. xv, 
Pp. 206). 


Mr. Sueddall to be paid for piloting the W://iam into the Downs 
the sum allowed by the Company in her former voyage; and his 
son for piloting the Crzspzan, at the rate allowed for the Reformation 
or Discovery, she being estimated at, or very near, the same burden. 
Mary, wife of William Hyer in the Yonas, to receive one month’s 
pay extraordinary from her husband’s wages. Several other peti- 
tions being read, it is proposed that certain Committees be appointed 
to consider all applications of this nature and assign a day once 
a fortnight or once a month to answer them, and so save the 
hindrance of more important business; left to the consideration 
of the next court. Resolved to have only one court weekly, and 
that on Friday, until the return of the ships from India, as there is 
now less business and so no occasion for many courts; but the 
Governor, should occasion require, to give direction for the calling 
of one or more courts on any other days. Letter reag from 


* The old name of Batava, * Cassowanes. ? Kniss, or Malay dagger. 
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Mrs. Hale, widow of Mr. William Hale, dated the 30th of March 
last, wherein she transfers to Mr. Richard Bishopp, merchant, 125/. 
adventure and profits in the Third Joint Stock, being 125 per 
hundred proceeding of 1,000/. formerly adventured in the Second 
Joint Stock. Mr. Acton’s bill of 3/. 14s. 2d. for law causes to be 
paid. Mr. Acton reports the making of an order by the Barons 
of the Exchequer, at the motion of Mr. Mayo, by which the 
Company are required to deliver two bales of silk bought by 
the said Mayo but seized by the Farmers, who supposed it to be 
uncustomed and stolen from the Company, and that it is feared 
Mayo will obtain the silk by virtue of the Barons’ order; Captain 
Milward and Mr. Davies entreated to view it, and Mr. Acton 
to move the Barons to revoke their order and delay delivery 
until the difference between Mr. Mayo and the, Court is settled. 
Motion made by Mr. Treasurer Bateman concerning the great 
charge occasioned to the Company, especially at Blackwall, by the 
employment of many unnecessary persons, consideration thereof 
tu be resumed at the next court. (2 f.) 


NoTES BY SECRETARY WINDEBANK RESPECTING BUSINESS 
TRANSACTED BY THE LORDS OF THE TREASURY, APRIL 11, 1635 
(Public Record Office : Dom. Chas. I, vol. cclxxxvi, No. 71). 


... Sir Maurice Abbot and others of the East India Company 
to certify what quantity they have of saltpetre. . . . 


A Court OF COMMITTEES, APRIL 17, 1635 (Court Book, vol. xv, 
p. 208). ‘ 

Letter read from John Norris, desuing payment of his wages 
and that his accounts may be cleared, he wishing to visit friends in 
the country and avoid the great charge of attendance in London ; 
ordered that conclusion be made with him at the next court as 
his services shall desetve. Mr. Acton’s bill of 3/. 2s. for law causes 
to be paid. Motion made by Captain Styles that the Exchange, 
now in dock at Blackwall, is more fit to be broken up than re- 
paired, and’ that this be done ‘by the great’, and not by the day as 
the Great Fames was; the Dolphin too is worn out and unservice- 
able. ‘Messrs. Swanley and Steevens ordered to find men who will 
break up the Exchange ‘by the great’ with their charge, and report 


EAST INDIA COMPANY 43 


to the Court, who will then give order for the same. Mr. Mun 
directed to have a diligent survey made of the Dolphin and report, 
when it shall be decided either to sell her outright or have her 
brought into dock at Blackwall and broken up. Offer made by 
Mr. Smithwick to buy all the dust of the Company’s rich and flat 
indigo, for transportation, he being commissioned to give 2s. 10d. 
per Ib. for the rich, and to ascertain what they ask for the flat; the 
Court, desiring time for consideration, resolves to answer him at 
the next meeting. The Court not being satisfied with the report 
made by Messrs. Godscall and Coulson of the trial of their own 
and Mr. Boulton’s indigo, orders that a barrel of each be delivered 
to Mr. Boyleston to be given by him to the Suffolk clothiers for 
further trial; that on comparing their report with the other 
formerly made, they may be better enabled to judge and give 
certificate to the Lords of the Council concerning complaints made 
of Mr. Boulton’s indigo. Mr. Cramporne, in answer to a letter 
now read from him, is given 10/. for his pains and labour in 
accommodating the Dolphin with money and provisions during 
her stay at Scilly; also twenty nobles for a month’s forbearance 
of 237/. 125., and payment of a messenger’s expenses at Plymouth, 
Mr. Mountny to pay the said sums to Mr. Gregory Clement at 
Mr. Cramporne’s desire. A General Court and a Court of Sales 
for disposing of the Dolphin's goods appointed ‘this day senight ’. 
A list of superfluous officers and servants employed at Blackwall 
with their salaries being presented to the Court, motion is made to 
refer the same to certain Committees; which being approved, 
Messrs. Mun, Willyams, Gayre, Armitage, and Spurstow are 
recommended to take it into consideration and report thereon. 
Upon the motion of Mr. Governor the freedom of the Company 
is confegred gratis upon Mr. Crane, Chief Clerk of the Kitchen to 
His Majesty. Ordered that the wages and other debts due unto 
the late Mr. Wood, preacher in the IV :i/liamz, be paid to his brother, 
according to the tenor of a letter of attorney. Mr. Chapman, who 
works in Mr. Mountny’s office for the perfecting of certain accounts, 
petitions for a quarterly salary, he showing that for above a year's 
work he has only received 30/., which is not enough to maintain 
himself and family; ordered that he be paid 1o/. over an@ above 
the 3o/. he received last January, and 30/. when the accounts are 
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finished, according to the agréemfent formerly made with him. 
Gratuity of 40s. from the poor-box bestowed on John’ Scitor, 
a Bohemian, once a servant and officer at Prague under the Prince 
Palatine and King of Bohemia in the Court of Appellations. The 
Dolphin being fully discharged, her men’s wages are ordered to be 
paid. The sum of 5/. 6s. 8d., the quarter’s rent due last Lady“Day 
for the Company’s mills and lands at Chilworth, to be paid by 
Mr. Mountny to Mr. Collyns to be sent down to Sir Morgan 
Randoll. Motion made on behalf of a gentleman, who wishes to 
remain anonymous, to know whether the Company will dispose 
of their mills and Jands at Chilworth, either by lease or sale, 
reasonable consideration being offered for what they have already 
spent, there ; whereupon Mr. Collyns is desired to repair to the 
mills and makc au estimate of the Company's charges with a valu- 
ation of the same and of the lands and everything thereto belonging, 
and report to the Court, who after due consideration will give 
answer. Elizabeth, wife of Edward Worth, smith in the Palsgrave, 
to receive onc month’s pay extraordinary from her husband’s 
wages. Application made by Mr. Pennington, bailiff of the manor 
of Stepney under the Earl of Cleveland, for payment of a bond 
of 72, due from Samuel Tuckerman, deceased, lately in the Com- 
pany’s service, to Richard Ware, who was executed for felony, this 
bond having been forfeited to the Earl; ordered that the amount 
be paid, if so much of Samuel Tuckerman’s estate is still in the 
Company's hands, on receipt being given for the same and the bond 
delivered up. Half freight remitted to Elizabeth, widow of Richard 
Garlick, late master's mate of the Dolphin, on certain goods brought 
home by him in the said ship. (4 pf.) 


A COURT OF COMMITTEES, APRIL 24, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 213). 


Mr. Chapman is desired to use all possible expedition in perfect- 
ing the accounts in Mr. Mountny’s office, for which he is not to expect 
more than the 30/. agreed upon, and to note the resolution of the 
Court that his services will be no longer required on the termination 
of the work. Messrs. Mun and Mustard entreated to confer with 
the gehtleman desirous of buying the Company's powder-mills at 
Chilworth and to inform him that if he is ready to be tied to the 
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same conditions as the Compary is, and to give reasonable 
consideration towards charges which have been incurred in 
buildieg, etc., the Court will contract with him, they being willing 
to accept 300/. far their term and out-housing, wishing to free 
themselves from the arinual charge rather than to wait in expecta- 
tion of liberty to set their mills to work, of which there is no hope 
at present. Mr. Governor relates how the Commissioners of St. 
Paul’s sent for him ‘th’ other day’ to know if Mr. Smithwick had 
passed qver his gift to St. Paul’s in the Company’s books; on his 
replying that it had been transferred in the usual way, and showing 
them the book, they were satisfied. The Bishop of London then 
desired his opinion of a propositicn made by Mr. Smithwick for 
recovery of the loss incurred by him (which he affirms amounts to 
94/.) by paying in his 590/. to St. Paul’s sooner than he should ; 
which proposition is, that the Commissioners shouldeby a warrant 
to Mr. Treasurer Bateman authorize Mr. Smithwick to take out 
5,000/. of the money collected for the repairing of St. Paul’s, the 
greater part of which is lying in a chest making no profit, and lend 
to the Company for four months, they allowing interest at 7/. per 
hundred for the said time, which will countervail the said 94/. 
Mr. Governor replied that he liked the proposition, and thought it 
a just way to satisfy Mr. Smithwick, and would acquaint the Com- 
mittees therewith ; on his so doing they, too, approve and instruct 
Mr. Treasurer, on receiving the warrant from the Commissioners for 
the 5,000/., to accept it for the Company’s use for four months at 
such interest as he and they shall agree to. Certificate presented 
by Mr. Mun of the opinions of Messrs. Salmon, Swanly, Steevens, 
and others, both seamen and shipwrights, after their survey-of the 
Dolphin; it appearing that she is too defective to be repaired, the 
Court resolves to sell her, and directs that she be brought to 
Blackwall and bills set up at the Exchange, Trinity House, and 
Carpenters’ Hall to give notice of the sale of her hull and masts, 
‘on Wednesday come senight.’ The Commissioners of Sewers to be 
paid 20/. for damages done by the Mary to the banks of the King’s 
marshes at Greenwich. Relation by Mr. Governor that he, with 
Alderman Abdy and Mr. Mun, conferred with the Commissioners 
of the Treasury about the saltpetre, Lord Cottington expecting 
to buy it from the Company, refined, at 3/ 3s. 4d. per hundred, 
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the King’s price; otherwise he will not permit that sold by the 
Company to Mr. Kipp to be transported, neither must they expect 
any more favours from the King ; a resolute answer to be given 
this afternoon. Mr. Alderman Abdy, Mr. Styles, and Mr. Mun 
entreated to accompany Mr. Governor to the Lords Commissioners 
to acquaint them that the Court, though willing to express their 
duty and service to His Majesty, yet cannot agree to sel] the 
Company’s saltpetre at the price named by Lord Cottington, the 
difference between that and what they can sell it for amounting to 
1,500/. or thereabouts ; and that they cannot accept less than 5/. 
per hundred, having formerly sold the like for 5/. 12s. Motion by 
Mr. Governor as to whether the generality shall view the accounts 
at the General Court to be held this afternoon, some of them being 
much aggrieved at being debarred from so doing; resolved, that as 
books are to be closed and balanced at the end of the month, the 
Auditors and Accountants being now busy with them, and the day 
of election approaching, the accounts shall not be viewed by the 
generality until the balance is perfected. As the Governor, Deputy, 
and the twenty-four Committees have more adventure in the stock 
than four hundred of the generality, their care in lessening charges 
and examining accounts is also in proportion. A list of officers 
and servants with their salaries as they now stand, with a note of 
what they were seven years ago, being presented, it is resolved 
to consider the same at the next court; but the wages of Messrs. 
Swanley and Steevens are now suspended, the Court having no 
present use for their services. Complaint of Mr. Hatton, the 
King’s garbler, that he is much wronged by the Company allowing 
those who buy their spices to take them away ungarbled, whereby 
a great quantity of ungarbled cloves and pepper is sold in the town, 
which is un!awful and to his prejudice, and he desires reform herein. 
The Master Gunner of England appears and demands 6d. per 
barrel ag his fee for trial of 200 barrels of powder lately bought 
by the Company from the King; otherwise he must complain to 
the Lords for redress. After serious consideration the Court re- 
fuses his request, holding that as they pay 6d. per barrel for trial 
of all powder made by the Company this fee should not be de- 
mandéd for powder bought from the King. Mr. John Norris’s 
former request to have his accounts cleared and all wages and debts 
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due unto him paid is now taken into consideration. Mr. Cappur 
presents the complaints against him from the Black Book, namely, 
his having six of the seventy-seven bales of cloth taken as private 
trade by the Great ¥ames to Bantam, also four bales of narrow 
baftas sent by Richard Barry from Surat to Persia, and that 25,000 
rupees paid by the Surat factors to Persian merchants bound over- 
land to Masulipatam were by them delivered to him in gold, and 
by him invested in private trade. Norris admits having the six 
bales of cloth, while utterly denying the other accusations, but 
willingly submits himself to the censure of the Court. It is agreed 
to fine him 40/ for his private trade and breach of bond, and 
that his account be cleared, his debts and wages paid, and his 
bond cancelled, the Court hearing that he is an able man and 
ready to serve them again. Request of Captain Hatch, late com- 
mander of the Dolphin, for payment of his wages and remission of 
freight upon his private trade ; the Court agrees to the latter demand, 
and also allows him 7/. for presents made; ordered that the amount 
due to him be paid accordingly and his bond cancelled. Mr. 
Mountny to pay two bills of Edmond Chambers, one of 6/. 75 for 
carrying the Committees to Erith and back and discharging the 
Dolphin, the other of 1/ 2s, 1d. for mending the Company’s, barge. 
Upon a motion by Captain Styles, the Court orders the knee 
timber bought by Messrs. Steevens and Ducy and landed at 
Blackwall to be paid for, but concerning the other timber bought 
by Mr. Steevens consideration is deferred. On petition of George 
Sill, the Court orders him to be paid 357/ 3s. yd. due upon his 
brother's account, he giving a general release to the Company and 
binding himself to be answerable for any future complaint or 
damage against his said brother whereby loss might accrue to the 
Company. (4% pp.) 


A GENERAL CouRT AND COURT OF SALES, APRIL 24, 1635 
(Court Book, vol xv, p. 217). 


Relation by Mr. Governor of the safe arrival of the Dolphin in 
the Downs and at Erith, where her goods are now discharged and 
warehoused, and that this Court is assembled to arrange for their 
disposal. The Court of Committees, having considered the price of 
her pepper and cloves, thinks that if any will bid 16d. per Ib. for the 
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pepper and 8d. per Ib. for the cloves for transportation at five, six 
months, they should be listened to. if not, some ‘other course must 
be taken, unless it be decided to keep back tbe cloves until they 
hear from Holland whether the report of a division intended to be 
made to the adventurers in cloves be true. Silence prevailing, the 
Governor causes a candle to be set up! for’sale of their fifty-five 
chests of sugar at 47. 10s. per hundred at threé, six months ; at the 
going out of the candle the sugag is assigned to Mr. Thomas 
Culling at 5/ 9s. per hundred. Mr. Alderman Andrews buys four 
tons of garbled rice at 155. per hundred at three, six months’ time. 
Resolved to defer selling the cloves for a month or two. A dis- 
cussion following as to the sale of the’ pepper, it is decided by 
erection of hands that the whole parcel of pepper is to be under- 
written for at 16d. per Ib. at five, six months from the 1st of June. 
Sir Hugh Hamersley, Mr. Alderman Andrews, and Mr. William 
Garway hereupon underwrite for 200 bags upon the said conditions, 
and the book is ordered to lie open till ‘to-morrow senight at 


_ night’ for any man to underwrite, but not for less than 100 bags. 


Mr. Governor now proposes the sale of the dust of indigo ; after 
discussion whether it shall be sold by contract or otherwise, it is 
resolved to reserve the sale thereof to the Committees, for trans- 


1 The following is the account of a candle auction given in Gerard Malynes's Lex 
Mercatoria (1636 ed., p. 144) :—‘ The selling of commodities by the candle 1s an ancient 
custome beyond the seas... The manner of it is thus: there is a waxen candle, or 
‘a piece of it, set up lighted ‘in some place easie to be seene, and the standers by arc 
required to make an offer for such goods, or such a house ; which being made, another 
will offer more, as they do in out-cryes, having stil! a regard to the burning candle; 
declaration is made how the payment must be; so that he who maketh the last offer 
(upon the going vat of the candle) hath the bargaine. If it do fall out that there is 
confusion of voyces of the offers made, whereby it cannot be discerned who made the 
last offer, and the standers by do differ in their judgement of it, then the candle is set 
up againe oy those that are in authoritie, and in like manner it is determined accordingly. 

“The merchants of the East-India Company do imitate the same; and after publike 
notice given in writing upon the Royall Exchange in London that such a day such and 
such commodities will be sold at such a place, merchants and others (knowing the great 
parcels of pepper, indico and other commodities of silkes, calicoes and such like) will 
Joyne together to buy the same in severall companies, and so buy the same by the candle, 
‘as aforesaid, although it were a parcell of one hundreth thousand pounds. The time for 
the payment is foure times six moneths, which is fifteene moneths in one payment, 

to which (if you will pay all of it or part of it in readie money by way of 
anticipation) you shall have use allowed you accordingly, after the rate of ten upon the 
hunéreth. But their good orders require a more larger declaration.” 
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portation or afherwise, as, they shall judge best for the good of the 
Company. (3 pf): 


NOTES BY SECRETARY WINDEBANK OF BUSINESS TRANS- 
ACTED BY THE LorDS OF THE TREASURY, APRIL 25, 1635 
(Public Record Office: Dom. Chas. T, vol. cckxxxvii, No. 49). 


. +» The East India Company, desiring to'send a quantity of 
saltpetre beyond sea, the, Lords thought the King should have 
the quantity he is to buy of them at 3f 3s. 4d. per ton, before they 
transport theirs. ... ‘ 


A CouRT OF COMMITTEES, APRIL 29, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 220). 


Mr. Acton’s bill of 10/ 5s. for law causes to be paid. Mr. 
Governor reports’ that the Mary is much damaged by the 
neglect of the officers’ at Blackwall in letting her lie so long 
aground, whereby further damage may be caused to the bank, which 
she has already broken down, and thus more expense be incurred ; 
he advises the payment of the 20/. to the Commissioners of Sewers 
for the damage already done. Mr. Swanley called in and blamed 
for this neglect, which he excuses on the plea of bad weather and 
want of workmen, and promises to use all possible means to get the 
Mary afloat by the next spring tide. Mr. Cappur ordered to take 
the 20/. to Mr. Vaughan, one of the Commissioners, and to receive 
his acquittance for the same. Mr. Armitage and other Com- 
mittees reporting to the Court the badness of the jar of coarse 
indigo brought home by Captain John Carpenter in the Dolphin, 
the same is ordered to be delivered to him freight free. Mr. 
Governor relates that it is now advised that the Court, instead of 
having the Dolphin broken up, should make use of her for the setting 
up and taking out of the masts of their ships, which may be done 
for a small charge, and will save the Company 100/. a year; but 
the Court, keeping to its former resolution, nominates Messrs. 
Styles, Mun, Spurstow, and Gayre to treat with those who have 
offered to buy both the Dolphin and the Exchange, reserving only 
the brass shivers and what else belonging to the said ships may be 
useful to the Company. Mr. Governor's relation of his attendance 
with Messrs. Garway and Mun on the Lords Commissioners for 
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the Treasury to procure a-licence for transportation of 50 tons of 
unrefined saltpetre, the remains of 200 tons sold to Mr. Peter 
Rickhoult and Mr, Kipp, and of Lord Cottington’s opposing the 
same uriless the Company:would ootwent to sell their saltpetre to 
them at the King’s pfice, viz-3/. 3s. 4d per hundred, which would 
mean a loss of 1,500/. to the Company, they having sold this com- 
modity (and may do so again) for 5. and 5/. 12s. per hundred. 
The Governor reminded the Lords Commissioners that when the 
State commanded the Company to send for saltpetre from India it 
promised them licence to convert the same into powder and granted 
them a patent under the Great Seal for so doing ; whereupon the 
Company, at a great charge, set up mills at Windsor Forest ; these 
the King afterwards commanded to be pulled down , they then set 
them up in Suirey, expecting to have the benefit of their patent, 
but instead it was called in and they prohibited ‘from making more 
powder ; so that the saltpetre brought by the Company lies now 
on their hands, to their great prejudice and the disheartening of the 
adventurers ; and seeing that the Company pays the King 30,000/. 
per annum for customs and imposts, besides 4co/. per annum for 
composition of spices (which latter is a large proportion, seeing that 
they now bring only half the spices into the kingdom they 
did when the composition was made), they humbly prayed that all 
this might be taken into consideration and the Company not urged 
to do anything: so greatly to their prejudice. The Lords Com- 
missioners, however, not being satisfied and insisting on their former 
demands, the Governor desires the Court’s decision herein. After 
much dispute it is resolved that this business cannot be decided 
without the approbation of the generality, and Alderman Garway 
is entreated to acquaint Lord Cottington with this resolution. 
Messrs. Thomas Culling, Henry Marsh, Thomas Gower and William 
Tilsly allowed as security for sugars bought from the Company by 
Mr. Thomas Culling at the last Court of Sales. Mr. Daniel Harvy 
presents certain written demands made by him for allowance on 
pepper bought from the Company ; the Court desires the Secretary 
to search out the contract for this business. Monday afternoon 
next appointed for consideration of the lessening of officers’ salaries. 
Henry Glascocke’s petition for mitigation of the fine imposed on 
him for private trade, denied. Consideration had of the petition of 
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Richard Higham, late purser ofthe Exchangs, to have his accounts 
cleared and debts and wages owing hias gaid3 the Court, remember- 
ing the complaints made against him for his large proportion of 
private trade, imposes a fine ef 4o0/.$ and on’ Higham urging 
mitigation thereof it is denied, im regatd ef the great benefit he 
has secured by this means in their service. ‘ One month’s pay 
extraordinary of their husbands’ wages granted unto Dorothy, wife 
of Joseph Brett, cook of Bantam House, and Margaret, wife of 
John Mosse in the Descovery. Jane Willyams to receive, on a letter 
of attorney, two months’ pay extraordinary of her sone John 
Williams’ wages. A gratuity of 40s. bestowed on Andrew de 
Medina, a Spaniard, who came in the Dolphin. (4 pp.)* 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, May 4, 1635 (Court Book, vol. xv, 
p. 224). 

Captain Styles reports that the Mary is afloat and will be 
brought into dock Thursday next ; he desires to know the Court’s 
directions concerning her, his opinion being that she should be 
repaired at once, and not left to decay in dock; it also being of 
considerable importance that wo1k should not be stopped altogether 
in the yard, this having already occasioned much discourse, which 
doubtless will be carried into Holland and cause them to report to 
India that the Company is dissolved. Decided, after serious con- 
sideration, to refer this matter to a fuller court on Wednesday next. 
A bale of felts from India to be delivered to the Earl of Denbigh 
free of fieight. (1 p.) 


A Court oF COMMITTEES, May 6, 1635 (Court Book, vol. xv, 
p. 225). 

Mr. Governor reports that Lord Cottington still wishes to buy 
the Company’s refined saltpetre, and on being acquainted that 
they will not sell at the King’s price he has made an advance and 
may give 4/. per hundred ready money. Mr. Governor desires the 
Court seriously to consider and to determine this matter, it being 
reported that Lord Cottington, confident of prevailing with the 
Company, has already engaged himself to supply His Majesty 
with saltpetre, which not being able to do he is now contént to 
offer 42. per hundred; and seeing that whether the trade of the 
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Company stand or fall, there wilk be many occasions to ask the 
King’s favour, it will not be wise to give distaste in a business 
of this consequence. After dispute it is resolved that Alderman 
Garway have power and authority to accept the said 4/ per 
hundred for the refined saltpetre, but it is not to be delivered 
without ready money or good assignation for payment very shortly. 
Mr. Peter Glascock, brother and executor to Andrew Glascock, 
transfers, by letter of 27 April last, his adventure of 200/. with all 
profits in the Third Joint Stock, which was formerly his brother 
Andrew's, to Mr. John Bludworth. Freight on 40 lb. of sugar 
ordered to be remitted to Mrs. Jesson, wife of Randall Jesson, 
master of the Pear/, sent by him as a present to her. Freight 
remitted on 50 Ib. of ‘armoniacum’ sent by Adam Lee to his 
mother; also to John Abbott on 50 Ib. of cubebs. John Garrett 
and Andrew Trumball to be paid wages and debts due to 


them. (14 fp.) 


A Court OF COMMITTEES, May 8, 1635 (Court Book, vol. xv, 
Pp. 227). 

Mr. Fotherby to join with Mr. Steevens in hiring men and boys 
to repair the Mary; and Mr. Swanly to use all possible expedition 
to bring her into dock. Mrs. Margaret Jenkinson, widow, transfers 
150/, adventure in the Third Joint Stock with all profits to 
Mr. Francis Chapman. The Company's business not being so 
great now as formerly, it is resolved to lessen the number of their 
officers and to lower the salaries of those kept on. A list being 
read, those employed at Blackwall are first considered ; whereupon 
Mr. Fotherby’s salary is reduced from 120/. to 8o/. per annum, 
Mr. Swanly’s from 130/. to 60/. per annum (inclyding all 
charges), Mr. Steevens’ from 120/. per annum to 5s. per diem 
when employed, or 60/. per annum certain, Mr. Lampry's from 
god. to 20/. per annum, Mr. Sheppard’s, the porter, from 20/. to 
13/. 6s. 8d. per annum; these abatements to begin from next 
Midsummer. Boatswain Ingram’s salary of 30/. per annum is con- 
tinued in regard of his long and diligent service. Mr. Blackborne’s 
salary of 80/. per annum for making the Company’s cordage is 
referred to the decision of Captain Styles and Mr. Cockayne, they 
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best knowing his service. Mr. Acton’s two bills for law causes to 
be paid by Mr. Mountny. (14 pp.) 


A QUARTERLY GENERAL COURT, May 8, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol, xv, p. 228). 


Mr. Secretary cleared, on the testimony of Mr. Deputy and 
other Committees, of the aspersion of not having registered cor- 
rectly in the last General Court words spoken by one of the 
generality to the effect that the General Court was surprised by 
the Court of Committees in turning over the particular Voyages 
to the Joint Stock. It being then proposed to leave particular 
questions and proceed to the Company’s business, the order handled 
at the last General Court concerning tHe viewing of the Company’s 
accounts, having been newly drawn.and amended, is now’ read; and 
an objection being raised that all said on the subject*has not been 
fully set down, Mr. Secretary begs to be excused if he has omitted 
anything material, it being impossible ‘for any either by penn or 
memory to sett downe all that is answered and replyed’; but 
anything that is amiss he is ready to rectify, it being the wisdom 
of the Company to cause what is enordered at one court to be 
read at the next for purposes of amendment. The order being 
twice read and discussed, Mr. Governor declares that its meaning 
is not to debar any from seeing their own private accounts (which 
may be done at any time), but for the general accounts, which 
according toa former order are to be balanced yearly, the Auditors 
and Accountants are now at work on them, and, when they have 
finished, the Committees already appointed will examine the same, 
and then they shall be presented to the General Court. In the 
discussion which follows it is urged that the Governor, Deputy, 
and Committees have at least as much interest in the care of the 
accounts etc. as the generality, and it is pointed out that, the Court 
of Election being near, the generality, if not satisfied, may choose 
others to do them better service. ‘A noble personage’ remarks 
that after the Governor, Deputy, and Committees are chosen and 
sworn, it is a great injury to distrust them; yet upon the motion 
of Sir John Watts, and for satisfaction of the generality, he thinks 
that a Select Committee should be nominated to peruse the balapce 
when it is perfected ; and if any just cause be then found for dis- 
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trust of the Governor, Deputy, and Committees, the generality 
might change them. To this the Governor agrees, on condition 
that a certain time be set in which the Committees appointed must 
accomplish their task ; and on being put to the vote it is ordered 
that on the Auditors and Accountants perfecting the balance of 
the Company's estate, which they are required to do by the 12th 
or 15th of June next, and the Committees having perused the 
same, then Messrs, Daniel Harvy, George Clarke, Richard Wild, 
George Francklyn, Abraham Chamberleyne and Thomas Smith- 
wick, or any three or four of them, have liberty to peruse the said 
balance and report thereon to this Court, théy ta do this within 
the space of thirty days. The order to restrain the perusal of the 
Company’s orders and accounts is to be newly drawn, according to 
directions now yiven, against the next General Court, when it shall 
be decided whether to allow it or not. A paper jatcly presented 
by Mr. Smithwick now read, with the Auditors’ answer thereto; 
whereupon Mr. Smithwick observes that the Auditors are mistaken 
in making 70,000/. less in stock abroad than he has done in his 
paper; the matter is referred for further examination when the 
balance shall be perfected Mr Governor reporting that there are 
about six or seven hundred bags of pepper still undisposed of, an 
offer is made for the same at 15d. per Ib. at twenty months, or 16d. 
per lb. at twenty-four months from Midsummer, for all now re- 
maining, with what shall come home during the next three years ; 
ordered that the disposal of the pepper be deferrcd fourteen days, 
and meanwhile a*notice is to be put up at the Exchange for sale 
thereof by the candle. (33 fp.) 


A CouRT OF COMMITTEES, May 27, 1635 (Court Book, vol. xv, 
Pp. 232). 

Messrs. William and Henry Garway, sons of Mr. William Garway, 
admitted by patrimony to the freedom of the Company, paying the 
usual 10s. to the poor-box. Mr. Smithwick desires a copy of the 
Auditors’ answer to his paper concerning the Company's estate 
both at home and abroad, in order to reply to it and point out to 
the Auditors their errors; also a copy of the order granted at the 
last General Court wherein he is appointed, with others, to peruse 
the balance of the Company’s estate when perfected. His requests 
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denied, the General Court having heard his paper already and 
being satisfied with the answer given to it by the Auditors; while 
as for the order, it has been read to. him, but is not in force until 
the balance is perfected; therefore it is not fit he should have 
a copy or look alone at the accounts; if he come in due time with 
the others appointed, on making known their desires fair answer 
shall be given them. Written offers made by Messrs. Edward 
Steevens, William Willoughby, and John Southam for the Dolphin 
and Exchange read and considered; Mr. Steevens offering 443/. 
‘at a yeare & a half day of payment’, Mr. Willoughby 4454, 100/. 
in hand and the rest at 6 and 6 months ; Mr. Southam §00/., 200/. 
in hand, 200/, at 6 months, and 1¢0/. at 9 months from this day ; 
which last offer is accepted and the said two ships sold unto 
Mr. Southam with the masts and two pieces of old cableg belonging 
to the Dolphin. Ordered that a hoy’s lading of plants, contracted 
for two years since and brought to ‘the Wall’ by Mr. Young of 
Rye, valued at about 60/. and reported good and cheap, be taken 
into the Yard and warrant given for payment. Messrs. Styles 
and Mun report that there is a surplus quantity of pipestaves in 
the Company’s Yard, and that good profit may be made on them, 
they having been bought at 114. but may now be sold at 13/. the 
hundied and upwards; ordered that Messrs. Mountny and Fotherby 
be notified of the resolve of the Court to sell their refuse staves, 
with 60,0c0 of the better sort of pipestaves. Ordered that all old 
powder (useless unless marked) found in the Dolphin be delivered 
to Mr. Collyns to be made serviceable ; for which he is not to be 
paid, but the work taken as part payment of his debt to the 
Company Mr. Stranck allowed 50/. for his service in buying and 
putting forth the Company’s cloths sent in the last ships to India. 
The freight of ‘200 and 4’ of sugar remitted to Mrs. Lyng, 
widow of John Lyng. Mr. William Garway transfers to his 
sons William and Henry Garway 1,125/. of his adventure in the 
Third Joint Stock, all paid in, with all profits, 1,000/. to William 
and 125/. to Henry. Humphrey Berrington and Roger Dunstar 
allowed as security for about 1,600/. worth of cloves, part of those 
bought by Captain Crispe. Alderman Andrews and Richard Miller 
allowed as security for 3,000/. worth, pait of the same bargafn; Sir 
Hugh Hamersly and his son Thomas allowed as security for some 
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valued at 1,200/,, and Mr. Massingberd and Mr. Treasurer Bateman 
for a parcel of the same cloves to the value of 2,000/. Mr. Acton 
reports on the business in question between the Company and the 
Earl of Cleveland, which is to be heard next Monday, and desires 
that some Committees may be sent toinstruct the counsel in the cause; 
he informs the Court of a conference had with the Earl, judging from 
which, with the depositions made by the witnesses, and the doubtful- 
ness of the sentence, he is of opinion that were an overture made to 
have the difference decided by mediation rather than by a judicial 
course, His Lordship would be as willing as the Company to have 
a private rather than a public settlement. The Court after serious 
consideration desires Mr. Acton to attend His Lordship, and if he 
find him so inclined, then to express their willingness to meet him 
at any time or place and treat about the matter and end it by 
mediation ; but if the Earl is not willing, then to prepare for the 
hearing, and trust to the justice and censure of the Lord Keeper 
being more favourable than the demands of His Lordship (34 psy 


A Court oF CoMMITTEES, May 29, 1635 (Court Book, vol. xv, 
P. 235). 

Motion made for payment of wages to John Hind, ‘entertained 
purser’s mate in the Dolphin ; ordered that he be paid, not accord- 
ing to the allowance of a purser’s mate, but at the rate of 20s. per 
month, he having been displaced for insufficiency and come home 
as a passenger; but Mr. Anthony Uphill, to whom the wages were 
assigned in payment of a debt, affirming that Hind is wrongly 
accused, having been formerly employed by Alderman Freeman, 
and by him recommended as an able man, it is resolved that 
further information be had concerning Hind’s abilities and then 
order made accordingly. Mr. Acton’s bill for 7/. 6s. 8d. for law 
causes to be paid. On recommendation of Sir Paul Pinder freight 
is remitted to Paul Spight, steward of the Dolphin, on 300 lb. 
weight of cake soap brought home as private trade. Written 
Propositions from Messrs. Fotherby and Swanly concerning the 
sale of divers materials in the Yard at Blackwall delivered to the 
Court, and are thereupon recommended to the consideration: of 
Messrs, Gayre, Willyams, Mustard, and Spurstowe, entreating them 
to view the said materials at Blackwall and advise with Messrs, 
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Fotherby and Swanly for the best disposal of the same. Relation 
by Sir Hugh Hamersly of the.account of cloves bought by Captain 
Crispe from the Company ; it is desired that any dispute between 
him and his partners be settled, the account made even, and each 
man’s security presented, that so they may be allowed and their 
bills accepted. On presentation, the following are accepted as 
security, viz. Messrs. Richard and William Bateman and Richard 
Middleton for thirty-six hogshead of cloves ; Messrs, Humphrey Burr 
and Stephen Burton for 3,400/., 800/, paid in; Messrs. Thomas and 
John Hodges for 1,600/., 400/. paid in. The Earl of Cleveland 
having appointed a meeting this afternoon at his counsel's chamber 
in the Temple to confer on the difference depending in Chancery 
between himself and the Company, Aldermen Garway and Abdy 
are nominated to wait upon His Lordship, and on finding him 
inclined to friendly accommodation they are to express the Com- 
pany’s willingness to meet him; if not, they are to be careful 
fot to prejudice the cause but leave it to the ordinary course 
of justice. As the hearing is to take place on Monday and the 
Company’s counsel is not yet instructed, Messts. Willyams and 
Mustard are nominated to accompany Mr. Acton for this purpose. 
Demand of Mr. Southam, who lately bought the Exchange and 
Dolphin, that the boat and oars belonging to the latter, which 
he omitted to mention in his writing delivered to the Court, may be 
given up to him or he be absolved from his bargain ; answered that 
he must pay for them and not expect more than his bargain, but, 
he alleging that they are always included (as was'the case when he 
bought the Star) and that without them he cannot remove the 
materials from their dock to his own, the Court is pleased to give 
him the said boat and oars as a free gift, but not as part of the 
bargain. Consideration had of the price to be put upon pepper and 
cloves at the Court of Sales appointed for the afternoon ; resolved 
to sell the pepper by the candle at 16d. per Ib. at twenty-four 
months, and the cloves at 7s. per Ib, at five, six months, but not for 
less. Ordered that the accounts of John Whyte, purser of the: 
Dolphin, be cleared and his wages paid. Gratuity of 20s. bestowed 
on the Beadle of the ‘ Silkethrosters’ for giving information of 
those who bought two bales of the Company's ‘Legee™ silke’ 
* Sulk from Lahijen, in Persia. 
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stolen from the Mary. A month’s pay of the wages of Peter 
Andrews, master of the Expedition, according to his desire, is to be 
paid yearly to Henry North, to be bestowed by him in charity. 
Ordered that Mary Baily, mother of William Baily in the Pearl, 
receive two months’ pay yearly of her son’s wages, according to 
his letter of attorney ; also that Emera Page, wife of George Page 
in the Speedwell, receive one month’s pay extraordinary of her 
husband's wages. (3% f0-) 


A GENERAL CouRT OF SALES, May 29, 1635 (Court Book, 

vol. xv, p. 238). 

. This meeting is appointed for disposal of the pepper and cloves 
brought home in the Do/phin. An offer of 16d. per Ib. at twenty- 
four montifs having been made for the pepper, it is put to the 
question and declined ; and resolved to reduce the time, without 
raising the price. Thereupon a motion is made not to sell the 
pepper in gross, but to allow any adventurer to underwrite for 
200 bags. Finally the whole of the pepper is bought by Mr. Daniel 
Harvy at 16d. per lb. at twenty-one months fiom the 24th of June 
next, and ordered to be delivered unto him sifted as usual. 
Mr. Deputy offers for sale 150 hogsheads of cloves at 7s. per Ib. 
Mr. Harvy proposes to buy the whole parcel at 6s. 8d. per Ib. 
at twenty-four months from Midsummer next; but the Cout, 
thinking the price too low and the time too long, defers the 
sale. (1 ~.) 


DEED OF COVENANT OF ENDYMION PORTER WITH THOMAS 
KYNNASTON AND SAMUEL BONNELL, LONDON, MAY 31, 1635 
(Public Record Office: Dom. Chas. T, vol. cclxxxix, No. 86). 


To assist them in all things which may concern the voyage and 
adventure of the Samaritan, Richard Oldfield, master, and the 
Roebuck, William Ayers, master, with any other ship to be employed 
in this voyage, under the command of Captain William Cobb, 
to range the seas all the world over, according to His Majesty’s 
letters commissive, dated the 27th February last past. Porter 
further covenants to allow to: Kynnaston and Bonnell, out of such 
profits as Porter shall receive of this voyage, one-fourth Part of 
charges occasioned by any detainment or trouble concerning the 
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voyage. and adventure of the said ships. (See Charles I, Case C, 
No.6. 21 lines on parchment.) 


PAPERS RESPECTING THE SUIT IN THE CHANCERY CouRT 
BETWEEN THE East INDIA COMPANY AND THE EARL OF 
CLEVELAND (Public Record Office: East Indies, vol. ivB, Nos. 4 
and 5). 


A. Rough notes of the proceedings, with additions by Nicholas. 
The Earl has assessed the fine due to him for the land and premises 
held by the Company at 3,000/., and to prove that this is reasonable 
he produces depositions fixing the annual value at sums varying 
from 372/. to 700/. The Company’s witnesses, on the other hand, 
estimate the value at from 100/. to 200/. per annum. Notes of the 
evidence. (44 fp.) 4 

B. Order (by the Lord Keeper ?] dated June 1 1635. The 
matter having been argued this day, the Company's counsel 
admitted that the amount of the fine was a matter for the Earl's 
discretion. The only question that remains is whether it is reason- 
able, and as the witnesses on both sides vary so much in their 
estimates of the annual value of the premises, a commission is given 
to Sir William Pytts, Sir Robert Pye, and Edward Nicholas, or any 
two of them, to view the said premises and report upon their value. 


(Copy. 2% pp.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, JUNE §, 1635 (Court Book, vol. xv, 
P- 239). : 

Mr. Acton’s bill for 26/. 14s. laid out in law causes to be paid. 
William Vickars, late servant to Sir John Merrick, admitted to the 
freedom of the Company by service, paying 10s. to the poor-box. 
Relation by Mr. Acton of the proceedings in Chancery before the 
Lord Keeper of the cause between the Earl of Cleveland and the 
Company. On the Company's counsel opening their bill and 
the counsel of the Earl replying thereto, and it being confessed 
by the Company’s counsel that the lands in question were ‘arbi- 
trabie’, it remained only to inform the Lord Keeper of the true 
value of the said lands, housing, and docks; thereupon the de- 
Positions of three or four of the principal witnesses were read, those 
for the Earl putting the value at 800/, 700/., and some at 5004. 
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a year, those for the Company at 140/,, 150/., and 200/.a year. The 
Lord Keeper hereupon declared that, the witnesses being at such 
great odds in their valuation, he conceived it best to appoint some 
impartial men to view the premises and these he would nominate. 
The following Thursday His Lordship nominated Sir Robert 
Maunsell, Sir Sackvile Treavor, Sir Henry Mannering, Messrs. 
Walter Cooke, William Case, Benoe Johnson, and Mr. Boate, of 
whom the Earl and Company are to choose five by Saturday 
morning next. The Company except against Sir Robert Maunsell 
and Mr. Boate, but allow the remaining five. Ordered that a war- 
rant signed by Mr. Goveinor and Committees for payment of 520/. 
due to the Earl of Warwick for the Countess of Warwick's adven- 
ture and profits in the First Persia Voyage be delivered, with 
consent of the said Earl, Sir Henry Roe, and Sir Edward Hunger- 
ford, to Sir Henry Roe. Note read from Mr. Francis Chapman, 
goldsmith, witnessed by his brother Robert Chapman, desiring that 
the transfer of his adventure in the Third Joint Stock to Mr. Daniel 
Harvy may be registered ; the Court not admitting of this transfer 
until it be acknowledged before some of their officers, as is cus- 
tomary, either Mr. Secretary or Mr. Sambrooke is required to 
witness the said transfer, which shall then be registered. Ordered 
that 20/, charged upon Mr. Steevens’ account since 1627 for 
planks and timbers delivered to him and his brother when they 
undertook to build the Rayal Merchant (the which debt Mr. Steevens 
puts upon his brother, who is in New England), be deducted from 
the said Steevens' salary due next Midsummer, and he to take his 
own remedy with his brother. A proposition being made to buy or 
lease the Company’s powdei-mills at Chilworth, the Auditors are 
instructed to report to the Court the cost of building and repairs of 
the said mills, with their rent. Messrs. Cockayne and Fowke 
entreated to be present at the hearing of the cause on Tuesday 
moming next before the Lord Keeper in Chancery, between the 
Company and Mr. John Fowke. Messrs. Daniel, Eliab, Michael, 
and Matthew Harvy tendered and accepted as security for five or 
six hundred bags of pepper bought by Mr. Daniel Harvy; Messrs. 
Alderman and William Garway for 200 bags ; Sir Morris and Mr.¥d- 
ward Abbot for 200 bags ; Messrs. William and Henry Garway, abd 
William Garway, Junior, for 100 bags ; and Messrs: rge_ Clarke 


EAST INDIA COMPANY 61 


and Matthew Cradock for 100 bags. Mr. Abraham Chamberleyne 
and his son Abraham allowed as security for one-sixteenth of the 
parcel of cloves to the value of about 1,600/., 800/, paid in ; Messrs. 
James and Robert Fenn allowed for the like proportion of Captain 
Crispe’s parcel of cloves, 400/. paid in. Ordered that Winifred, 
wife of —— Clarke in the Reformation, Katherine Walfleete, 
mother of Roger Rosemary, and Elizabeth, wife of Joseph Taylor 
in the London, receive a month's pay of the wages due at ‘ Bar- 
tholemew-tide next’ ; and that Jane, wife of Thomas Transome in 
the Dzscovery, receive one month’s pay extraordinary of ‘her 
husband’s wages. (3 ff.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, JUNE 10, 1635 (Court Book, vol. xv, 
P. 243). 

Mr. Acton’s bill of 5/. 9s. 2d. for law causes to be paid. Relation 
by Mr. Acton that as some of the Commissioners formerly nominated 
by the Lord Keeper to act in the cause depending between the 
Company and the Earl of Cleveland have been excepted against by 
both parties, Sir William Pitt, Sir Robert Pye, and Mr. Edward 
Nicholas, ‘Clark of the Councell in extraordinary,’ have been 
nominated in their stead ; and they being allowed of by mutual 
consent are to receive a commission to view the housing and docks 
at Blackwall and to examine witnesses on both sides ; use also 
may be made by them of depositions already taken, or other 
witnesses produced to inform their judgements as to the true value 
of the said premises and the worth of their annual rental ‘ over and 
above all reprizes’. These Commissioners, being ‘soe worthy and 
understanding gent’, on being spoken to by the Secretary will 
speedily appoint a time to sit upon the said commission, and then 
certify their opinions to the Lord Keeper, and so enable him 
to determine the cause in question. Transfer by Francis Chapman 
of 7642. 19s. 7d., his adventure and profits in the Third Joint Stock, 
to Mr. Daniel Harvy. Boatswain Ingram petitioning for the keel 
of the Great Fames for 50s., Mr. Fotherby is ordered to deliver 
it to him.) On reconsideration of the petition of John Hind, 

sate Tomah tate eer to on p. 2 add here that Alderman Garway and Mr. Gayre 


tos with the Farmers and agree with them for custom and impost of the 
6 in the Dolphin. 
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purser’s mate’ in the Dolphin, the Court orders that he be allowed 
his full wages at the rate of 30s. per month, which have been 
detained on information of his disability, and the same to be paid, 
with Hind’s consent, to Mr. Uphill of the Custom-house, in dis- 
charge of a debt. Warrant read from ‘the Lords Grace of Canter- 
bury’ and other Lords Commissioners to Mr. Treasurer Bateman, 
authorizing him, from money in his custody collected for repairing 
St. Paul’s, to pay to the Company upon their common seal 10,000/. 
at 6} per hundred interest, which rate is to be allowed so long 
as the Company retains the money.’ Mary Whitfield, a distressed 
widow with three small children, given 40s. from the poo1-box, 
Helen, wife of John Arnold, and Anne, wife of Thomas Ewryn 
in the Szvan, to receive one month’s pay extraordinary of their 
husbands’ ‘wages. Dorothy, wife of Ezarias Lovyn, Sara, wife 
of Walter Williams in the ¥ouas, Elizabeth, wife of George Becke, 
Alice, wife of John Wodan, Joan, wife of Matthew Mackellery, 
Thomazine, wife of William Grafton in the Blessing, to 1eceive one 
month’s pay of their husbands’ wages due in August next. (2 9.) 


A Court OF COMMITTEES, JUNE 12, 1635 (Court Book, vol. xv, 
P. 245). 

Intimation read from Sir William Pitt, Sir Robert Pye, 
and Mr, Edward Nicholas, the commissioners appointed to view 
and value the housing, yards, and docks at Blackwall, of their 
intention to sit upon their commission next Tuesday at Black- 
wall; whereupon the Court entreats all who are feoffees for 
the Company to be at Blackwall on that day, also any other 
material witnesses, to give their opinions of the value of the yearly 
rental of the said yards, housing, and docks, or answer any other 
questions put by the commissioners. Mr. John Burrell, late servant 
to Mr. John Bland, admitted to the freedom of the Company by 
service, paying 10s. to the poor-box. Ordered that none be allowed 
to discount upon divisions, but to wait till their moneys are due. 
Mr. Bonneale, being now in the way of preferment by marriage, 
desires to be freed from his engagement as surety for his brother 
Daniel upon writ of xe exeat regno granted against the said Daniel 
Bonneale at the suit of the Company ; the Court grants his :equest, 

1 The warrant is entered on the Privy Council Kegister under the date of June 3 
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understanding that the said suit has been determined by the Lord 
Keeper in their favour, and that Daniel Bonneale is a prisoner 
in the Fleet under the custody of ‘the Messinger’. Alderman 
Garway reports a conference had with the Earl of Northampton 
about rénewal of the Company’s lease of Crosby House. After 
some discussion His Lordship reduced the fine from 1,300/. to 
1,000/, keeping the rent at 200/. per annum, the Company’s term 
to be made up to twenty-one years, The Alderman thinking this 
too high, proposed a fine of 500/,, the rent to remain the same, this 
being all the Company will give, as there are many larger and 
more commodious houses to be had at cheaper rates, as Dorset 
House, now let to the Earl of Ncrthumberland, and Winchester 
House, in the possession of Si: Robert Mansell, ‘ which are lett at 
cheaper rates then they now offer for Crosby House’ ; failing 
acceptance of this offer the Earl should give the Company a year’s 
warning to provide for themselves elsewhere. He replied that on 
receipt of 1,000/, fine he would proceed in a further treaty with 
them, making good their term of twenty-one years and keep to the 
former rent of 200/. per annum, being persuaded that the ware- 
houses and cellarage alone are worth as much. This the Court 
decides to refuse, holding it better to run out the term and seek 
accommodation elsewhere ; therefore desires His Lordship to con- 
sider seriously and acquaint them with his decision. Mr. Vandeputt 
accommodated with warehouse room for 200 bullions ? of quicksilver 
which he offers to sell to the Company. Sir Hugh Hamersly and 
Mr. Valentine Mooretoft allowed as security for 200 bags of pepper ; 
Mr. William Garway, Senior, and Mr. Alderman Garway for 200 
bags of pepper ; Messrs. Gilbert and Andrew Morewood for one- 
sixteenth part of the cloves bought by Captain Crispe. Thomas 
Southerne, late servant to Alderman Garway, admitted to the 
freedom of the Company by service, paying 10s. to the poor-box. 
The order made at the last General Court for restraining the 
liberty to view the Company's accounts being read, Mr. Deputy 
Propounds the question whether, seeing there is a great debt fit 
especially at this time to be concealed, notwithstanding the nomi- 

“"A bullion is an old measure of capacity (from the Fr. boutl/on) generally apphed 


to substances obtained by boilmg, and means the quantty obtamed at one boilng, 
€-g. a bullion of salt (Davies's Supplementary English Glossary). 
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nation by the said General Court of certain of the generality to 
examine the balance of the Company’s estate both at home and 
abroad (which balance is to be delivered in this afternoon by 
the Auditors and Accountants), it would not be advisable to deliver 
merely an account of the Company’s estate in general terms; 
resolved by erection of hands to conceal the said debt from the 
Committees and tell none except those already cognizant of it, until 
the balance be revised. This being a matter of great consequence, 
both Committees and officers of the Company are enjoined to 
secrecy therein. Elizabeth, wife of Nicholas Gove, now in Persia, 
to receiye two months’ pay extraordinary of her husband’s wages. 
Esperance, wife of George Ranson, Anne, wife of William Fiske, 
Mary, wife of William Whary, Sara, wife of Charles Browne, and 
Anne, wife of William Jourden, to receive one month’s pay of 
their husbatids’ wages due next August. (34 fp.) 


A QUARTERLY GENERAL COURT, JUNE 12, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 249). 


Minutes of the last General Court being read, Mr. Deputy 
observes that they mostly relate to the balance of the Company's 
estate ordered by that Court to be made ready by the Auditors 
and Accountants for this day; which they have done and pre- 
sented the same to the Court of Committees this morning, but the 
latter after serious consideration decided not to have it read until 
it has been perfected by those Committees formerly appointed for 
that task, and therefore not to acquaint the generality with it until 
some more fitting opportunity. Much dispute ensues between 
Mr. Deputy, some Committees, and some of the generality, as to 
the said balance being revised by the Committees on leaving the 
Auditors’ hands. The objectors urge that the balance should be 
delivered intact to the Select Committee. Mr. Deputy and the 
Committees are much against this course, being of opinion that 
the balance cannot be an exact account but only a ‘roving 
estimate’ and that, as part of the Company's stock is abroad 
and part at home, it can afford no certain ground to buy or sell 
by, until a return is made of the accounts from India and Persia, 
which is expected by the next ships. Hereupon it is moved, 
generally approved, and ordered that henceforth the proceedings 
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at a General Court be digested and drawn up in shorter form, ‘ali 
“impertinent passages and discourses’ omitted and only material 
arguments recorded, as the noting down in full of numerous and 
different opinions is a source of needless disputes. Discussion 
of the balance being resumed, Mr. Deputy and other Committees 
argue that it is very requisite it should be examined by the 
Committees entrusted with the management of the Company’s 
business before being delivered to the generality ; otherwise they 
resolving by it either to buy or sell may be disappointed in their 
expectations and blame the Committees for suffering the delivery 
of such a balance. The affairs of the Company have been managed 
with as much integrity as any trade in the world, and the reason 
why they have not prospered is not from any neglect, but partly 
‘by the imediate hand of God’ in visiting India with famine and 
pestilence, partly by the King of Persia failing to fulfil’ his contract 
made three years since to deliver 1,500 bales of silk to the 
Company, and partly that by reason of these disasters goods 
have beert dearly bought and cheaply sold, contrary to former 
practice. After these and many other disputes and arguments, it 
is resolved by erection of hands that the balance of the Company's 
stock abroad, as it is estimated by the Auditors and Accountants, 
be delivered on Monday next to the Select Committees appointed 
by the generality, to be by them examined, and that the Auditors 
and Accountants be required to perfect the estimate of the Com- 
pany’s estate at home within ten days’ time and deliver the same 
to the aforesaid Select Committees, who are then to deliver the 
two balances with their opinions thereon to the next General 
Court on Wednesday next ‘come fortnight’. Mr. Deputy pro- 
poses, and by erection of hands it is ordered, that, there being many 
things in the said balance which it would be prejudicial to the 
Company to divulge, the Committees of the generality shall, accord- 
ing to oaths taken by them, keep the particulars of the said balance 
secret. (23 fp.) 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE, JuNE 13-25, 1635 
(Court Minutes, Rough Notes, vol. i). 


At the General Court held the 12th of June 1635, Messrs. Daniel 
Harvey, Abraham Chamberlaine, Senior, George Clarke, George 
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Franckdne,Richard Wild, and Thomas Smeethwick were nominated 
fo examine the, East Thdia accounts. They met the following day, 
when abstracts of the Surat, Persia, and Bantam accounts were 
delivered to them.’ On the r5th, 16th, and 17th of the said month 
the’ Company's Auditors, Ralph Handson, John Ballowe, and 
Vateritine Markham, together with Jeremy Sambrooke, the accoun- 
tant, attended, but none of the Committees appeared. On the 18th 
Messrs. Harvey, Clarke, Chamberlaine, Franckline, and Smeethwicke 
met at Crosby House and sent for the Auditors, but, no previous 
notice having been given, only Markham came. He took their 
directions as to what they desired to be prepared for the next 
meeting, which was ‘to have only the cargazon of goods sent out 
upon or for the three severall Voyages, ‘and the old stocke, as also 
what had been returned therupon’. This was effected by the next 
day, but suspended from delivery by the Court of Committees until 
the next court, as no such thing had been required at the General 
Court. The following day the appointed Committees met again 
at Crosby House, when such books and accounts as they asked for 
were shown to them, ‘ Mr. Smeethwicke following noe direction ether 
from them, the Committees, or the Auditors, only his owne. He 
alone appeared on the following Monday, when ‘some honney from 
the Auditors’ huyve he gathered, but nothing in substance was 
adgetated that day’. Tuesday morning Messrs. Smeethwick, 
Chamberlaine, and Clarke met, and in the afternoon Mr. Franck- 
line joined them, when they were shown all they demanded to 
see. Wednesday being Midsummer Day, neither the Committees, 
Auditors nor Accountants met, they having other occasions, ‘ which 
had it been the Sabaoth they would (wee feare) not have:refrayned.’ 
Mr. Chamberlaine and Mr. Smeethwick meeting on the following 
day desired some further satisfaction, although they had ‘been 
‘sateated’ at the last meeting, and not being content they resolved 
to come again in the afternoon. (23 gp.) 


- A CourT oF COMMITTEES, JUNE 19, 1635 (Court Book, vol. xv, 
Pp. 252). 

Mr. Deputy relates what occurred at the meeting of the com- 
missioners, Sir William Pittg@Sir Robert Pye, and Mr. Nicholas, at 
Blackwall to decide on the true value of the Company's housing, 
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yard, docks, etc. On Tuesday, the day appormed fot the coth- 
missioners to sit, there appeared before them’the Earl of Cleveland 
the Committees nominated feoffees by the Company, and many 
other witnesses for both sides, besides those already examined ; all 
of whom the commissioners had powér to examine upon eath, 
also to read former depositions, the better to help fhem to a right 
judgement of the true valuation of the said premises. So now 
it only remains to know’what amount they will certify to the 
Lord Mayor as the true value. They, being ‘gent of judgement 
and integrity’, have behaved so fairly towards both sides that no 
exception can be taken against them. It was thought fit that 
a dinner should be given to the commissioners at the Company’s 
charge, and so one was prepared at Mr. Steevens’s house, to which 
the Earl was also invited but refused, having already, ordered his 
in the town, to which he took Alderman Garway, leaving his 
steward, Mr. Dixon, to go with the commissioners. Upon informa- 
tion of the expiration of the Icase of the deal yard, all timbers and 
deals are ordered to be removed thence to the Company’s yard at 
Blackwall, where there is convenient space; the former yard to 
be left fenced as the Company took it, also the boat house, but 
the shed to be brought to Blackwall. Mr. Smithwick reports that 
Mr. Kipp coming to receive’ the remainder of his 100 tons of 
saltpetre from the Company found five tons wanting, which he 
desires thay be supplied from their other storchouses; he also 
proposes they should make hima price for the rest of the saltpetre, 
he having commission to contract with them ; and on agreeing as 
to price, he expects they will procure a licence for its transporta- 
tion. It is answered that the Court cannot help it if any of the. 
saltpetre sold to Messrs. Kipp and Rickholt is wanting, neither can 
they make up the deficit from other saltpetre, which is. better and 
now dearer ; but if he will declare how much he wishes to contract 
for and will undertake to bring them a warrant from the Lords 
of the Council for transport of their saltpetre, they will be content 
and will sell him a good proportion at 4/. per hundred at ‘a yeares 
day of payment’. Mr. Acton’s bill of 2/. 6s. for law causes to be 
Paid. Motion made by Mr. Daniel Harvy that the difference 
Concerning pepper bought by him from the Company be decided 
by’four indifferent persons, two to be nominated by the Company 
F2 
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and two by himself; answered that he has already had allowance, 
upon former demands, for this business ; nevertheless, the Court 
will consider it again, but not now, being full of other business. 
Petition of Maudlyn, wife of William Morris, late commander of 
the Discovery, to receive her husband’s wages and’ debts as 
executrix, she having proved his will; ordered that all wages 
due be paid to her, but the debts to remain in the Company’s 
hands until the accounts be returned. Mr. Cappur’s bill of 
sal. 15. 2d. paid for a dinner to the commissioners and Committees 
at Blackwall. and other expenses, to be paid. (23 pp.) 


A Court OF COMMITTEES, JUNE 26, 1635 (Court Book, vol. xv, 
Pe 455). 

Request yf Dr. Hawley for discharge of his brother Gabriel 
Hawley from the xe cxeat reguo taken out against him by the 
Company, an employment being now offered him which will tend 
to his preferment ; this denicd as unreasonable.’ Ordered, with 
consent of Sir Henry Roe, that 260/. be paid the Earl of Warwick, 
due unto him upon discount on divisions in the Persia Voyages. 
On Mr. Evelyn's man inquiring how much saltpetre the Company 
has, he is told he can have 40 tons on payment of 3,200/., or on 
bringing sufficient warrant for receipt of the same free of charge, 
the Company having sold all their refined saltpetre to the King. 
The Court, on information that Mr. Abraham Chamberleyne bought 
a parcel of spikenard from the Company at a General Court of 
Sales in 1628 arid signed the contract, but afterwards struck out 
his name, thereby intending to cancel the said contract, orders that 
he take the spikenard away, paying for it according to agreement, 
with interest on the money since the time it was due ; which if he 
refuse to do, then the spikenard to be kept for him, his account 
charged therewith, and he to receive no division until the said 
money be paid. Henry Glascocke’s brother tenders 40o/. in pay- 
ment of a fine imposed upon him for private trade, freight, etc., and 
desires the Court's favourable consideration, he having lost the 
benefit of the market by not being allowed to sell his borax, which 

2 The rough notes already alluded to (p. 2) add bere that Alderman Andrews was 


desired to entreat Mr. Shute ‘in Lumberd Street’ to preach to the Company this day 
senight in St. Helen’s church, it being their election day. 


